
 

 

Sunday – April 1, 2012 
 

Heart to Heart…   
      
     The Lord spoke through Moses: “You shall not go about as a slanderer among your people…” 
(Leviticus 19:16) The term “slanderer” used here is a talebearer: One who circulates rumors or 
distortions of the truth or outright lies which are designed to mislead or attack another. This 
‘talebearing’ or gossip means one is creating strife. “A perverse man spreads strife, and a slanderer 
separates intimate friends.” (Proverbs 16:28) Slanderers and talebearers separate people. God says they 
are perverse. This is why Proverbs 6:19 speaks that there are seven things which are an abomination to 
the Lord and listed is “one who spreads strife among brothers.” 
 
     Gossip is a powerful, destructive usage of the tongue and is unholy in the eyes of God. It creates 
strife and strife is a deed of the flesh that if continually practiced, they will not inherit the kingdom of 
God (Galatians 5:19-21). “Like charcoal to hot embers and wood to fire, so is a contentious man to 
kindle strife.” (Proverbs 26:21) “Hatred stirs up strife but love covers all transgressions.” (Proverbs 
10:12) Hatred is the fuel for such. Love is the perfect bond of unity (Colossians 3:14) and helps people 
overcome. 
 
     We need to understand that every time information is exchanged it is not gossip. How does one 
know? When the information is to help people out of sin! Paul was informed concerning the Corinthians 
that there were quarrels among them (I Corinthians 1:11). Paul had to address it to create a unity around 
Jesus in His body. It was reported to Paul that there was immorality among the Corinthians and Paul 
used that information to save (I Corinthians 5:1). The intent to save/unite or to destroy another and 
divide is the determining factor. 
 
     Gossip, slander, talebearers perpetuate things that should be put to rest. Even Paul had gossip spoken 
of him that he was telling the Jews who believed, saying they were not to circumcise their children or 
walk according to the customs (Acts 21:20-22). Some were trying to destroy Paul by saying he was 
teaching things he was not teaching. It was false. 
 
     Gossip assassinates character! Gossip divides people! Gossip labels people! Gossip ruins the hearts 
of the hearers, and it taints their attitudes toward that person or persons. Gossip destroys the work and 
heart of Jesus! It’s like a bulldozer. One man on a bulldozer in one hour can pull down a sizable 
building that took many people time and effort to build. Gossip in a short time can destroy years of good 
labor, and honest lives that have been invested in building up the body in love. Gossip is usually one 
sided until the whole is examined. “The first to plead his case seems right, until another comes and 
examines him.” (Proverbs 18:17) 
 
     We sing a song to our heavenly Father with these words from time to time: “Love is much too pure 
and holy, friendship is too sacred far, for a moment’s reckless folly, thus to desolate and mar. Love one 



another, thus says the Savior.” Do we mean these words or are they just careless words not taken to 
heart spoken to the Lord? 
 
     I want to encourage each one of us…avoid whispering behind the back of others. Stay away from 
anyone who does, because it will not lead you into love and righteousness. It is sin! We need to be 
imitators of Christ and walk in His love. The Lord has spoken! Think about it!!! 

                  
Brent 


