
 

 

Sunday – April 15, 2012 
 

Heart to Heart…   
      
     I want to be a better disciple of Jesus, don’t you? I want to be better at letting His word affect my 
heart over anything else, don’t you? I wish that those who claim Christ by being immersed into Christ 
(baptized) would let the word of the Lord be the word of the Lord. I realize many who do allow this but 
too many have their own personal ideas and agendas of what they desire and in the process the word of 
the Lord is nicely set aside or even ignored. 
 
     Listen to the words of Jesus: “I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.” (Matthew 16:18) Jesus had just asked His 
apostles who they thought He was. Peter responded and Jesus responded to Peter’s words. “This rock” 
is the idea of the premise that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God. This is how Jesus was going 
to build “My church!” Jesus was to bring into existence His church and His church belongs to Him and 
not any man! Jesus would build His church on His ‘Messiahship’, His Sonship and Lordship! He is the 
founder and it will be based on His teachings and no one else’s. 
 
     The apostles were given the keys to unlock the door to “My church.” In Acts 2 we find the key 
turned and opened. “Those who received his (Peter’s) word were baptized; and that day there were 
added about three thousand souls.” (Acts 2:41) There was the beginning of the church of Christ! Peter 
preached the words of Jesus, based everything on the Lordship and ‘Messiahship’ of Jesus (Acts 2:36) 
and that day three thousand souls were added. Baptism wasn’t optional or sprinkling like many teach. 
Baptism wasn’t an outer response to an inner faith. It was a faith response to the word of the Lord upon 
hearing; and they were the saved of Jesus, His church! From this moment, they “were continually 
devoting themselves to the apostles’ teachings and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and prayer.” 
(Acts 2:42) All the rest of the Jews and their religious beliefs in God were not part of Jesus’ church! The 
Gentiles and their worship were not part of Jesus’ church. They all had religion but it wasn’t rooted in 
the apostles’ teachings and fellowship! 
 
     The true church belongs to Jesus! He paid for it with His blood. Does Jesus think one church is as 
good as another like so many think today? Too many look at denominational churches making such 
statements. Too many see denominations as part of His church. Do we not realize that every 
denomination has its own unique teaching that contradicts other denominations? And at some point, all 
denominations contradict the word of the Lord? That’s what makes them a denomination. They are a 
result of man dividing into different religious sects, all built by man! Look around and we see it more 
and more, denominations accepting women preachers and women preachers proclaiming they are of 
God yet ignoring the word of God (Timothy 2:12). We are hearing more and more acceptance of 
practicing homosexuality into fellowship which is a direct contradiction of the teachings of Jesus’ 
apostles (I Corinthians 6:9-11). Faith healers perform but nothing as Jesus or His apostles did publically. 
(If people could really heal, why aren’t they at the hospitals? Jesus didn’t hide behind special services or 
walls.) Men are called “father” in some denominations which Jesus said call no man father (Matthew 



23:9). The Lord’s Supper is observed once a month or semi-annually where Jesus’ church did it every 
first day of the week (Acts 20:7). Do we really believe that one church is really as good as another? 
We’re not elitist! If we fail to hold to the truth of God’s word, the apostles’ teachings, we too would 
become another denominational church. 
 
     Look carefully at the church at Ephesus, the church of Jesus Christ the apostle Paul started and what 
were they told? You better repent or Jesus personally would remove their lampstand (Revelation 2:1-7)! 
They would lose their standing with Jesus. The church belongs to Him and He will determine if they 
stay depending on their hearts hearing His word. With all this in mind, do you really believe one church 
is as good as another? Do you think Jesus believes that? Study Scriptures! Seek diligently for the truth 
and follow it. Let’s listen to Jesus and what He says is His church! Think about it!!! 

                  
Brent 


