
 

 

Sunday – July 15, 2012 
 

Heart to Heart…   
      
     All love is not love! Most love on an emotional level, those whom we have heart-felt ties. That is the 
natural human level of love. The love God is after from us is “agape” love. God calls us to this love and 
the cross shows this love. It is a very unique word. It is a word that we struggle with because it has 
nothing to do with how you feel about someone or a situation. It has everything to do with a choice you 
make! Too many make their decisions on what they feel rather than what is needed. “Agape” describes 
God’s heart and depth. It’s a choice of active good will to help in every situation and circumstance no 
matter how you are treated. “For God so loved (agape) the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son…” (John 3:16). God chose to give His Son. That’s how love operates. God didn’t feel good about 
man’s rebellion as man shakes their fist and sets their mind against Him! But He chose to help because 
He had the answer to man’s rebellion and sin. How it must have grieved God sending His own Son on a 
death mission to a people that hate, destroy and corrupt others around while spitting in the face of the 
Creator. Agape is God’s kind of love and how He wants His children to walk! 
 
     But that’s not all. “Nevertheless many even of the rulers believed in Him, but because of the 
Pharisees they were not confessing Him, for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue; for 
they loved (agape) the approval of men rather than the approval of God.” (John 12:42-43) Look at the 
“love” they chose. It was more important what others thought than God. They sacrificed for man’s 
approval. How easy is it to say we believe in God and love Him but sacrifice for man’s approval? 
 
     “Forsaking the right way, they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the son of 
Beor, who loved (agape) the wages of unrighteousness.” Some sacrifice to stay in their sins because it 
means more to them. One can agape unrighteousness. 
 
     “For Demas, having loved (agape) this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica;” 
(II Timothy 4:10) Demas chose to sacrifice for the world and he walks away. It got in his heart and off 
he went. How many times have we seen this among those once saved only to see them wander back into 
the world of sin and death? 
 
     “Do not love (agape) the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves (agape) the world, the 
love (agape) of the Father is not in him.” (I John 2:15) Too many sacrifice and devote themselves for 
the world and the things in it. Just look how easy it is to choose things over what the Lord wants. The 
desires working within make one give up God’s will and some push aside worship and sacrifice spiritual 
gain for something we would rather do. 
 
     Brethren, you can agape God! You can agape your brother! You can agape the wages of 
unrighteousness! You can agape man’s approval! You can agape the world! Who do you agape? Think 
about it!!! 
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