
 

 

Sunday – September 9, 2012 
 

Heart to Heart…   
      
      “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have 
sent.” (John 17:3) This is from the prayer of Jesus before His crucifixion. Eternal life is not something 
awaiting us. It is the life of God one possesses now and takes us to eternity. It is God’s life in us! And 
what is eternal life? Knowing the true God and Jesus Christ! It’s not knowing about God and Jesus but 
knowing God and Jesus Christ. There is a difference. Many know a lot of Bible but that does not 
translate into knowing God. Israel read and studied from the Holy Scriptures daily in the temple but God 
spoke: “…they always go astray in their heart, and they did not know My ways.” (Hebrews 3:10). 
People have attended classes and worship many years, even studied in schools but that doesn’t mean 
they know God. Eternal life is knowing God and Jesus Christ! 
 
     John says: “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born 
of God and knows God. The one who does not love does not know God.” (John 4:7-8) How many times 
have we heard that verse? Yet many still refuse to love their brother. The love that God is trying to get in 
us does not stem from our feelings. It is a love that sacrifices for another, a love of choice. We see it 
demonstrated in the cross. We see love shown even to the traitor Judas when Jesus washed his feet (John 
13). How many of us love like that? That’s God’s love reaching and those loving their brother knows 
God. Eternal life is knowing God. Too many are emotionally attached to certain ones (and that will 
happen and isn’t wrong) but it can lead to cliques within the church. In order for God to penetrate the 
heart, change our lives and mold our thinking we must love with God’s sacrificial love all the brethren 
in Jesus or we don’t know God. 
 
     Let’s step a little further into God’s eternal life. Listen to what Paul speaks to the Thessalonians: 
“…when the Lord will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out 
retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus.” (II Thessalonians 1:7-8) Notice the two groups that will end up separated from God eternally: 
(1) Those who do not obey the gospel. How important is it for us to be preaching and teaching the 
gospel to the lost world? They will forever be lost. (2) Those who do not know God. That might shock 
some. If one doesn’t know God, they too will end in this eternal place of destruction right along with 
those who do not obey the gospel! Those who don’t love their brother do not know God and the Lord 
will deal out retribution to them. Is this serious? 
 
     Eternal life is knowing God. To walk where the Lord lives and respond to His love is eternal life. To 
forgive when offended, that’s walking in God’s love. They know God. To have a heart of compassion, 
they walk in God’s love (Colossians 3:12-14). They know God. Those who refuse to love do not know 
God and they will pay the penalty of eternal destruction (II Thessalonians 1:9). Think about it!!! 
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