
 

 

Sunday – September 30, 2012 
 

Heart to Heart…   
      
     Have you become dull of hearing?  That might seem like a strange question but it can happen more 
easily than you think.  The Hebrew writer speaks to our brothers and sisters (and us) that when a person 
becomes dull of hearing, you can’t explain further what needs to be explained because they are doing 
nothing with  what they have heard and known (Hebrews 5:11/6:12).  The things that were needed to 
move forward spiritually were hard to explain, not because of the information but the hearers 
themselves.  Dull of hearing is a serious problem within the heart.  Jesus saw it among God’s people and 
spoke: “You will keep on hearing, but will not understand; you will keep on seeing, but will not 
perceive; for the heart of this people has become dull, with their ears they scarcely hear and they have 
closed their eyes, otherwise they would see with their eyes, hear with their ears, and understand with 
their heart and return, and I would heal them.” (Matthew 13:14-15)  Notice dull of hearing prevents 
understanding and perception of what is needed! 
 
     Dull of hearing implies regression!  At one time people were longing, wanting and desiring but over 
time they had simply become complacent and stopped listening.  Their desires toward the Lord are 
sluggish and it shows up in helping the body of Christ, the church.  If you notice new converts how they 
long to learn, to grow.  What has happened to those who no longer long like that?  Could that be me? 
 
     Here are some questions to ask ourselves in regards to being dull of hearing:  (1) Do you find the 
Scriptures and reading Scriptures dull?  (2) Do you find yourself excusing yourself from Bible classes 
and study?  A reason to not worship? (The reason is not the issue.)  (3) Have you slipped in regard to 
encouraging one another, knowing that your presence and attitude could encourage another?  (4) Do you 
find your prayers lacking?  (5) Is singing not stirring your heart?  (6) Does the Supper thrill your heart 
knowing you are sharing in Jesus with the rest of His body?  (7) Have you become critical in attitude? 
 
     These are things that are telling us of our spiritual heart pulse.  There can be others but these are 
some major factors to help us examine ourselves.  One can easily fall into practicing things that aren’t 
righteous and holy, whether we are speaking of life choices in daily living or in our daily attitudes.  The 
more one practices the things from God, the more and more we are trained in discerning good and evil 
(Hebrews 5:14).  That discernment will keep us from becoming dull of hearing and moving forward.  
Brethren who are well and alive spiritually are always concerned about moving forward toward the 
things that accompany salvation as well as helping others toward the faith.  We must guard against 
dullness and keep our hearts pure and in line with what the Lord wants.  When we start excusing 
ourselves for what we do or don’t do, issues of the heart might be revealing themselves.  “Test 
yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves!” (II Corinthians 13:5)  Think about it!!! 
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