
 

 

Sunday – October 21, 2012 
 

Heart to Heart…   
      
     It’s right there for us to read and heed: “Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be 
strong. Let all that you do be done in love.” (I Corinthians 16:13-14) These words are powerful for each 
of us if we will believe them. Grow up! Spiritually grow up! In order to grow and mature, you must be 
alert! There are dangers placed around by the devil to take you down if you give him the opportunity. 
Sometimes we are not on the alert or our attitudes wouldn’t be what they are at times.  Stand firm in the 
faith and not chase other teachings than what the apostles of the Lord taught from Jesus. “As a result, 
we are no longer to be children tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of 
doctrine, by the trickery of men, in craftiness in deceitful scheming.”  (Ephesians 4:14) We are have to 
be alert! We must stand firm! Act like men! There must be spiritual maturity. Be strong that we always 
stand in the strength of His might, not ours (Ephesians 6:10-11). Whatever we decide we do, love must 
be the motivator! All of these elements are to teach us that the Lord expects us to mature spiritually. 
 
     The problem arises when people refuse to grow up! How do they refuse? Just by not taking 
opportunities to grow. Through study times, prayer and proper attitudes. Too many have simply grown 
older while not growing up in Him. The most difficult people to deal with, to live within the church of 
our Lord are those who have grown old in the Lord but have never grown up into Christ. The Lord 
sought to be united with Him. Didn’t you respond to His call? Why were you baptized? To stay 
immature? Once we are in Jesus, He expects us to grow up into Him in order that Christ can be formed 
in us, that we would be shaped and changed into His likeness by His power! That’s where so many seem 
to fail. I once was told by a man in the Lord who spent years preaching/teaching and now aged, he just 
simply couldn’t get hold of his anger. I asked him why? He said that’s the way he was wired and he’s 
had to accept that. That was heart-breaking. No alertness! No standing firm! No growing up! No 
strength! His love was limited to what he could do. Why? His heart wasn’t given over to surrendering to 
Jesus and to realize the help that is there. 
 
      “Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to 
the power that works within us.” (Ephesians 3:20) He is able! He is able to do far more abundantly! Do 
we really believe that? If we do, let’s grow up into Him by giving the Lord Jesus complete access to our 
hearts changing where He asks us to change while holding firmly to the faith and doing things from love 
for ALL, not just certain ones. When one starts practicing love to those who are difficult, you’re on the 
road to maturity! 
 
     It makes us realize that wisdom and spiritual maturity doesn’t necessarily come with age. Sometimes 
age just shows up all by itself! Are we growing up into Jesus or are we just growing old? There is a 
major difference and our age is showing our spiritual gain and maturity! Think about it!!! 
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