
 

 

Sunday – November 11, 2012 
 

Heart to Heart…   
      
     Elders in the Lord’s church carry a massive responsibility. They are men who must handle situations 
from all walks of life. My own dad served as an elder for many years and I know the burdens and 
blessings he carried from that service of his life to the Lord. I wondered at times why he would want this 
service in the name of the Lord with all the pressures. Only because he (they) love the Lord! 
 
     Elders deal with delicate situations that cannot be revealed because they are so delicate to the 
struggling souls. Elders deal with harsh criticism from some who think they know situations so well but 
not knowing the different aspects of the situation, they criticize from shallow information. Elders deal 
with attacks from venomous brethren like no one else in the body of Christ. They take harsh words 
without blinking an eye because they understand the spiritual dangers the attacker(s) are in and they 
must look to Jesus for their strength while refraining from reacting. 
 
     Elders shed tears. The congregation may not see it often but they do shed tears. Sometimes they carry 
pains because of situations in the flock. They hurt for people and care for people while they take blame 
for this or that. In this, you can see the reflection of Jesus in them. 
 
     Elders do not fight or struggle for power. It’s not there. They simply focus on what the Lord wants 
for the flock talking among themselves while seeking the wisest spiritual direction and with one heart. 
They look solely to Jesus and the word to implement what is for His best interest, not the majority. The 
elders are different in personalities and the Lord uses each of them in the shepherding of God’s people. 
Some are strong. Some are meek. Some members think the strong rule but that’s not true. No one rules 
but Jesus and they blend together in their decisions around His word and in prayer. There is no division 
among them. There is no one ruling other than Jesus. 
 
     Elders hear complaints. Some try to bully the elders by false accusations. The elders take it while 
quietly reflecting Jesus: “And while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering He 
uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously.” (I Peter 2:23) They 
follow their example: Jesus! 
 
     Elders are men. They were at one time part of the lost souls of the world. They were converted to 
Jesus, live their lives for Jesus and were raised up to serve the Great Shepherd. The brethren recognized 
them as men having spiritual maturity and love while submitting to the Lord and put them forward to be 
His shepherds here. But remember, they are men and it seems some forget. They will make mistakes and 
will be in need of mercy from the saints. 
 
     Our elders serve the Lord and we should always give thanks for them. One thing I have learned over 
the many years: the closer the elders hold to the cross, the more they seem to be accused by someone. 
Didn’t we see that with Jesus? Some in the church think it is their responsibility to oversee these men 
but that does not come from the Lord. To try to oversee the elders is called rebellion! Speak with them. 



Let them know your concerns. Ask questions of them. They want to know and hear. But remember, they 
are under the direction of the Lord Jesus. 
 
     Elders know they will give an account to the Great Shepherd. They will stand before Jesus and they 
love Him. These are our elders! These men need our encouragement. Pray for them. Let them know you 
are thankful for their service and the quiet way in which they protect, direct and love the Lord’s church. 
“But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently labor among you, and have 
charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction, and that you esteem them very highly in love 
because of their work. Live in peace with one another.” (I Thessalonians 5:12-13) Think about it!!! 

                  
Brent 


