
 

 

Sunday – December 9, 2012 

Heart to Heart…   
      
     We hear people state: “They are fleshly!” What is meant by being fleshly? Fleshliness, (some 
versions use the term ‘carnal’), is nothing more than being controlled by your natural nature. It’s who 
you are naturally. Vines Expository Dictionary defines fleshliness as “controlled by animal appetites, 
governed by human nature.” A fleshly person is one who follows their own desires once stirred rather 
than the desires of God. 
 
     God expects those of us in Christ Jesus, His church, to grow spiritually away from our fleshliness. To 
grow spiritually means you take on the spiritual nature of God in thought and action. A fleshly person 
does very little with the spiritual things of God. They use their natural impulses and apply God’s word 
through those natural impulses. The result? Fleshly teaching and application! It is destructive in the 
church. 
 
      “But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to 
him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.” (I Corinthians 2:14) 
Fleshly people cannot understand the spiritual things of God! They cannot accept the spiritual things 
because they mean one has to change and they aren’t interested in changing! The longer one walks in 
their fleshliness, the stronger they get in their desires and the more difficult it becomes for them to move 
on true spiritual matters. 
 
     Preachers can be some of the most fleshly. They want to be exalted and call attention to themselves. 
In reality, preachers are just servants (I Corinthians 3:5). You correct a fleshly preacher and you will 
walk into a hornets nest! Fleshly brethren are no different. They want to run things and if things don’t go 
the way they think they should, they gather up people to side with them, to push their agenda. 
Diotrephes was such a man (III John 9-10). 
 
     Spiritual brethren are concerned about the things of the Lord and knowing they need to change more 
and more in heart. The spiritually minded allow the Word of God to influence their thinking. The fleshly 
minded have a great difficulty in loving unless they are in a natural friendship with someone. We see 
this when someone offends another and how difficult it is to let go of the offense and embrace the 
forgiveness of love. The spiritually minded won’t allow the natural inclinations to control them but they 
will reach out in love. 
 
     In Christ Jesus we have been made a new creation (II Corinthians 5:17). A creation from God that is 
so different than this world into which we were born. We need to renew our minds so the Lord will 
transform us into the image of His Son (Romans 12:2). The more we bring the things of God into our 
hearts; we begin to change into this image of Jesus. Our nature changes more and more into His nature. 
If we don’t grasp ahold of this newness we have in Jesus than only one thing will happen: we will die 
again spiritually (Romans 8:13). The choice is ours: continue to follow our nature and die or be 
transformed and gain the glory of God. Think about it!!! 
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