
 

 

Sunday – December 16, 2012 
 

Heart to Heart…   
      
      “Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy 
and find grace to help in time of need.” (Hebrews 4:16) 
 
     Jesus is the One who gives us access to the throne of grace. Jesus knows our sins and we repented of 
our sins. Jesus paid for our sins and we were united with Him in baptism to be one with Him so our sins 
are paid in full. Because of Jesus, we can have confidence in drawing near to God’s throne of grace 
when we fail because we know that’s where mercy is found and in turn, we receive grace to help us in 
our time of need. The question is: are we drawing near? 
 
     Paul had heard “inexpressible words, which a man is not permitted to speak.” (II Corinthians 12:4) 
There was a danger for Paul because of the great revelations from the Lord. He could become arrogant 
thinking he was special so the Lord sent a messenger from Satan to torment him to keep him from 
exalting himself (II Corinthians 12:7) Whatever it was the Lord sent upon Paul, it was painful but served 
a great purpose. Paul asked the Lord to take it away and the response was, “No!” In turn, the Lord 
responded: “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.” (II Corinthians 12:9) 
Grace in action. The grace of God sent a thorn, a pain into Paul’s life to keep him from losing his soul 
but a power to endure and help! God’s grace gave Paul the ability to handle the difficulty. 
 
     For us, we encounter difficulties and we ask the Lord to take it out of our lives. We get discouraged; 
maybe even take a bad attitude about the difficulty. What do we need? Grace to help in our time of 
need! How do we obtain this grace? We must draw near to the throne of grace with confidence! Instead 
of God being the center of our lives, we make our circumstances, our difficulties the center. We want to 
escape, find relief but in the process we find no power, no help in our time of need. The power of grace 
and the mercy we need when we fail is available but we must know our Lord and our drawing near 
reveals our trust and knowledge. The Lord is trying to save us. We need the difficulties to help us along. 
Without difficulties we have tendencies to drift away from a heart set on the Lord. The Lord knows that. 
Do we know that? 
 
     To be able to endure and find strength beyond us in time of need is grace in action. The Lord said it 
would be there if we would just draw near. Use your difficulty as help from the Lord. When it hurts so 
badly that you don’t think you can endure, draw near and know that power is perfected in weakness. 
When we are weak the power of Christ is strong and it helps us see that the power is not in ourselves but 
from the throne of grace for our sake. Think about it!!! 
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