
 

 

Sunday – December 23, 2012 
 
 

Heart to Heart…   
      
     It’s called “impenitent baptism.” You may have never heard of it but it exists. The Scriptures speak 
plainly about baptism for the remission of sins. The apostle’s preached it on the day of Pentecost (Acts 
2) in Jerusalem. Paul was taught the necessity of it in Acts 9 which he recounts in Acts 22. Baptism is 
where remission, the forgiveness of sin is attained, provided through Jesus. 
 
     But there is another important essential. It is repentance! Peter’s inspired words rang clear: “Repent 
and be baptized…” (Acts 2:38). The conversion process requires that the sinner turn from his/her sins, 
examining one’s own life, admitting one’s sins and deliberately renouncing those sins for a new way of 
thinking and living, surrendering to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. Repentance is as essential as baptism 
to one’s salvation. 
 
     Too often the emphasis is put on baptism alone. In the name of evangelic zeal, people are prodded 
and pushed into being baptized, with little thought or teaching given to repentance. Repentance is vital 
to our union with Jesus! 
 
     John the Baptist came into the district around the Jordan preaching a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sin (Luke 3:3). John was preparing the way for Jesus. I’m thankful we don’t do it here but 
I know of congregations where different out-reach programs are put into place and it becomes a high 
pressure salesman-like hype to coerce people to be baptized with little thought given to true repentance. 
The result: they claim a lot of baptisms through the year but retain few of those baptized. They were 
never truly converted to Jesus because while being baptized, they were not repentant. John the Baptist 
refused many of the Pharisees and Sadducees from being baptized saying: “You brood of vipers, who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Therefore bear fruit in keeping with repentance.” 
(Matthew 3:7-8) 
 
     We need to make certain in teaching people their need for a Savior that their need to repent and be 
baptized into union with Jesus for the forgiveness of sin is vital. We must not push baptism alone 
because without repentance, their way of life never changes. Think about it!!! 

                  
Brent    

 


