
 

 

Sunday – January 13, 2013 

 

 

Heart to Heart…   
      
 
     If there should be anyone merciful, it should be those of us in Jesus. Mercy is one of the things at the 
forefront of the life of Jesus and reflected in us. Do we really know what it means to be merciful? 
 
      “Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy 
and find grace to help in time of need.” (Hebrews 4:16) Why do we need grace? Grace is what God 
offers us from Himself when we do not deserve it. Why do we receive mercy? Mercy is where we do not 
get what we deserve. We’ve heard or seen in movies where the fellow stands before a judge and his 
conviction of guilt is pronounced. The next thing he cries out: “I fall on the mercy of this court.” The 10 
lepers in Luke 17 cry out to Jesus: “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” Mercy reaches to actively 
helping the miserable, the failings of a person coupled with a willingness to help relieve their state of 
helplessness of a person. 
 
     In Mark 10:46-52, Jesus gave a beggar named Bartimaeus his sight when he cried out, “Jesus, Son of 
David, have mercy on me!” Jesus didn’t feel sorry for the fellow. Jesus saw the hopelessness in his life 
and responded by helping in that hopelessness. “But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great 
love with which He loved us…” (Ephesians 2:4) God acted on His grace and extended mercy to each of 
us by not giving us what we deserve because of our helpless condition. We cried out of our helplessness 
because we sinned and God, being rich in mercy, extended His mercy and continued helping us because 
of our faith in Christ Jesus. 
 
     What are we to do with the mercy shown us? Jesus explained this to His apostles using a fellow that 
was released from a great debt by his master (Matthew 18:21-35). The fellow was in such debt to his 
master, it was literally impossible to pay it off. He fell at the feet of his master, pleading and the master 
responded by forgiving the slave and releasing him from the debt. We see grace and mercy extended. 
What did the slave do? He went out and found a fellow slave that owed him a debt, but not a large debt. 
He demanded payment in full but the fellow slave didn’t have the means at the moment. What was the 
outcome? The fellow slave was thrown into prison until the whole payment was made. The master hears 
of this and calls the slave before him asking why he had this response after being shown mercy and 
being forgiven! And then the words came: “Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave, 
in the same way that I had mercy on you?” Isn’t that what Jesus calls us to do? Jesus called him a 
wicked slave. 
 
     The Lord expects us to use the mercy extended to us to be used on others. Have you ever failed 
someone and there was no way of taking it back or correcting it except by repentance? What’s needed? 
MERCY! But there are those in Christ Jesus who refuse mercy and only want to attack and hurt those in 
helpless situations. An elder in the church will make a mistake and people will attack relentlessly rather 
than show mercy. They are spiritual men but like the rest of us, they too need mercy at times. Someone 



goes into sin and people refuse to forgive but hold it over the one who failed. We need to always use 
mercy when someone fails, repents and needs our love and encouragement. 
 
   “For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.” 
(James 2:13) “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.” (Matthew 5:7) Think about it!!! 
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