
 

 

Sunday – March 24, 2013 
 

Heart to Heart…   
      
     Has it ever crossed your mind what has happened to repentance? Repentance is the act of turning 
from sin to the righteousness of God. It is a complete change of mind and heart. Repentance is the very 
substance of our relationship to Christ Jesus! No other walk in Jesus is valid without true repentance. 
Baptism is not baptism without repentance; it’s just getting wet or some empty ceremony. Love is not 
the love of God without repentance; it’s just a shallow emotion. Fellowship is not true fellowship 
without repentance; it’s just social greetings and gatherings. True worship is not worship without 
repentance; it’s just empty lip service going through the motions. There is no more important Christian 
response than repentance. 
 
     In the Old Testament, priests were called to speak to the people of God calling them to repentance. 
Malachi reminded the priests about their tribal leader, Levi: “True instruction was in his mouth and 
unrighteousness was not found on his lips; he walked with Me in peace and uprightness, and he 
turned many back from iniquity.” (Malachi 2:6) That was a major purpose of the priest to “turn many 
back from iniquity.” That’s called repentance. 
  
     Paul speaking to the church at Corinth was troubled by the brethren: “For I am afraid that perhaps 
when I come I may find you to be not what I wish and may be found by you to be not what you wish; 
that perhaps there will be strife, jealousy, angry tempers, disputes, slanders, gossip, arrogance, 
disturbances; I am afraid that when I come again my God may humiliate me before you, and I may 
mourn over many of those who have sinned in the past and not repented of the impurity, immorality 
and sensuality which they have practiced.” (II Corinthians 12:20-21) Look at the list of things found in 
the church! They weren’t going to be happy with Paul calling their hand and Paul wasn’t happy about 
some of them because they hadn’t repented. If they were going to be saved, they must be part of the faith 
and needed to examine themselves if Jesus Christ was really in them (II Corinthians 13:5). Strife, angry 
tempers, disputes, slanders, gossip and disturbances need to be repented of in order to walk in the light! 
We seem to miss this. People do things against the will of God and continue like nothing is wrong. No 
repentance for what was demonstrated. They want to be embraced by others without acknowledging 
sinful actions. 
 
     God’s teachings have not changed for us today. We should not be doing things appealing to the 
popular or catering to the masses or accommodating people in sin in the name of love. There should be 
repentance when people act in ways that are sinful. Love calls for repentance! Without repentance, 
people who once held to Jesus as their sin-bearer will lose the battle. Paul said it this way: “But because 
of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath 
and revelation of the righteous judgment of God.”  (Romans 2:5) Repentance keeps us in the light and 
the light is where the blood of Jesus keeps us cleansed from all unrightouesness (I John 1:7,9). There is 
no acceptance without repentance. Think about it!!! 
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