
 

 

Sunday – June 23, 2013 
 

Heart to Heart…   
      
     When we speak of sin, we think in terms of something we do wrong. While that is true, sin actually is 
a power that rules over the life of individuals. Sin is a ruling power that exercises kingly authority over 
people. Just look how many things people do over and over and each time saying they would never do it 
again. That’s their intention for the moment but as sin reigns over people, when sin moves to reign, 
people give in and do the same thing again. Guilt and depression can set in and make life look so empty. 
Paul found this out: “For the good that I wish, I do not do; but I practice the very evil that I do not 
wish. But if I am doing the very evil that I do not wish, I am no longer the one doing it, but sin which 
dwells in me.”  (Romans 7:19-20) This prison of sin reigns over the lives of every person until someone 
stronger can help. 
 
     Jesus died, was buried and was raised which broke the power of sin. The Lord’s resurrection broke 
the hold of sin and death. “Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, in 
order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in 
newness of life.” (Romans 6:4) Newness of the life of Christ only begins at the point of our union with 
Him in baptism. At this point in time, you and Jesus become one in His life and the power of sin is 
broken. As long as one is not immersed into Christ Jesus for the forgiveness of sin, they are not united 
with Him which means they have not been raised with Him. Sin is still their master and sin still reigns 
over them. 
 
     What are we to do now that we are in Jesus? “Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body 
that you should obey its lusts, and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as 
instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your 
members as instruments of righteousness to God”. (Romans 6:12-13) Don’t use your body for sin! 
Present yourself to God alive from the dead! If you present yourself to God as alive and your body as 
His instrument, there should be changes with you. If you present yourself alive to God and your body as 
His instrument and nothing happens, you need to be concerned that you may not have been raised with 
Jesus. I’m not trying to put doubts in your mind about your baptism. I’m trying to teach what Paul 
taught happens as there are so many today that are baptized for many different reasons rather than the 
purpose the Lord intended. Baptism is faith responding! (Colossians 2:12) Baptism is where you 
changed masters! You are submitting to the One who overcame the power of sin and death and give Him 
allowance to reign over your life and body! Baptism is faith reaching to Jesus while trusting in Him. 
 
     Freedom from the power of sin is what every man and woman needs. Jesus provides that and only 
through baptism into His death is where we find freedom. Who do you present yourself to daily? What 
do you present your body as? Are you even aware? Think about it!!! 
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