
 

 

Sunday – July 7, 2013 
 

Heart to Heart…   
      
     The Lord sent a clear message but a strange message to Israel: “’Enter Bethel and transgress; in 
Gilgal multiply transgression! Bring your sacrifices every morning, your tithes every three days. Offer 
a thank offering also from that which is unleavened, and proclaim freewill offerings, make them 
known. For so you love to do, you sons of Israel,’ Declares the Lord God.” (Amos 4:4-5) Here God is 
calling His people together but not for worship but to sin! Bethel and Gilgal were their places of 
worship. They thought they were coming to worship but the Lord called them together for sin!! In all 
this, Amos is urging ‘church attendance’ and full participation in worship in order that they might 
increase their rebellion against the Lord. 
 
     It doesn’t take much to continue reading and we find they weren’t right in their hearts! They were 
more concerned about their being present for other reasons. God was using all kinds of things to get 
their attention to get them to repent and put Him first and foremost but they did not heed. They were 
stubborn and their hearts had become dull. But they didn’t give up their worship! It should strike our 
hearts and ask, “Why are we here?” Out of duty? Out of feeling guilty if I am not in attendance? 
 
     The church at Corinth came together each first day of the week, but Paul speaks that it was not for the 
better but for the worse (I Corinthians 11:17). Why? The division that existed among them was high 
treason in the eyes of the Lord. People refusing to get along with one another, accepting each other as 
Christ accepted them. Their coming together was not to eat the Lord’s Supper (which is the intended 
purpose) but they were abusing the poor and one another while claiming their worship to Jesus in His 
Supper. The end result: “For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself if he does 
not judge the body rightly.” (I Corinthians 11:29) When we assemble for the Supper, to commune with 
Jesus, we need to understand there is an assessment from the Lord upon your heart. If there are factions 
and unforgiving hearts and sin-filled lives, we eat and drink judgment to ourselves because Jesus is 
involved personally! “For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep.” (I 
Corinthians 11:20) Their attitude of heart was having a direct impact on their spiritual well-being and it 
was eroding their spiritual health. They too were coming together for sin. 
 
     Why are you here today? Do you worship to draw near to God and fellowship with the Lord and His 
people? Or do you have a different agenda? Are you here with spite in your heart toward one another 
while fellowshipping Jesus in His Supper? Does He have spite for His people? If we aren’t examining 
our hearts honestly, looking at our attitudes and intent of our worship with the saints, we too are coming 
together for the worse and it will have an impact on your spiritual health from the Lord. It must break 
the Lord’s heart the way His people act both in attitude and action knowing He died for each of us. It 
should get our attention that the Lord is assessing you as you partake with Him and it could lead one into 
spiritual ruin. Think about it!! 
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