
 

 

Sunday – July 21, 2013 

Heart to Heart… 
      
     We live in a world of deception. People deceive and are deceived. That’s the goal of the devil! The 
devil takes away the word of the Lord from the heart of people so they won’t believe and be saved (Luke 
8:12). It’s the devil that keeps people from understanding God’s word (Matthew 13:19). Knowing this 
alone helps us realize why people misuse God’s word and why we should be careful in using it. People 
mingle God’s truth with false ideas and notions that come from the world. People learn how to handle 
God’s word deceitfully!!! Yes, they learn it. 
 
     Paul made sure he didn’t. “But we have renounced the things hidden because of shame, not 
walking in craftiness or adulterating the word of God, but by the manifestation of truth commending 
ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.” (II Corinthians 4:2) Paul maintained the truth 
of God’s word by realizing everything was done in the sight of God. There are too many deceptive 
handlers of God’s word out there and the devil is behind it all! 
 
     The most dangerous type of deception is when you deceive yourself. It’s easy to do because one can 
block the reality of God’s standard from your mind, reason your way through things and set up your 
own standard of what you want the righteousness of God to look like. What’s worse is one can feel good 
about doing it! Listen to a few warnings given in God’s word about self-deception: “Let no man deceive 
himself.” (I Corinthians 3:18) “For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives 
himself.” (Galatians 6:3) “If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet does not bridle his tongue 
but deceives his own heart, this man’s religion is worthless.” (James 1:26) 
 
     I listed a few ways in which people can deceive themselves. See what you think! 
 
Deception: People expect to be in heaven while ignoring God’s will on earth! 
Deception: People expect to be saved in heaven with God but refuse to worship with the saved! 
Deception: People call themselves “members of the Lord’s body” but have no attachment! 
Deception: People use the term “Christian” for themselves but reflect little of Christ! 
Deception: People call God their Father but the only time they seek Him is when they are in need! 
Deception: People say they love Jesus but never seek His will from His word or no desire to study! 
Deception: People say God is love and refuse to love His children! 
 
     Deception is the tool of the devil and he will use every means at his disposal to get one to think they 
are just fine with the Lord the way they are.  The devil doesn’t care if you read God’s word as long as 
you never seek the truth and long for understanding. The devil doesn’t care if you read God’s word and 
not follow it with your heart. Deception is all around us and only with a pure heart toward God will keep 
deception from finding its way into our lives. “Two things I asked of You, do not refuse me before I 
die: Keep deception and lies far from me, give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with the food 
that is my portion that I will not be full and deny You and say, ‘Who is the Lord?’ or that I not be in 
want and steal and profane the name of my God.” (Proverbs 30:8-10) Think about it!!! 
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