
 

 

Sunday – August 25, 2013 

Heart to Heart…   
      
     I received a phone call from a place that wanted to come and dramatize the Supper of Jesus during our 
observance of the Lord’s Supper. I was told it would be full costumes and the whole works. It was going to be, 
and I quote, “one of the most life changing dramatization the church there will ever see!” I asked why we need 
this?  The reply, “We have a drama team for Christ and they are good at what they do. They practice a lot! Don’t 
you want to help the people there grow?”  
 
     Paul spoke to the Romans: “So faith come from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.” (Romans 
10:17) No hearing, no faith. No word of Christ, no faith. God has all this under His control. It’s not controlled by 
man’s ideas or thoughts. It’s simple. Do it God’s way or there will be no faith built!! God wants His word 
preached/taught. There is NO substitute for that. Anything substituted in the place of preaching/teaching His word 
reduces it to man! When it is reduced to man, the power is lost and faith cannot be built. Then comes guilt to try 
to control! 
 
     Read Psalm 119. I know it’s a long reading but note carefully David’s calling to listen carefully to God word, 
His statutes, His commands as they alone are the lamp for the feet and the help to the soul. God’s word needs to 
be taken seriously and heeded seriously. We shouldn’t treat the word as some mere human response or play. 
God’s word is the sole faith producing element from His presence into our hearts. Knowing this, do you think 
God wants us to make His word funny? Cute? Jazz it up a little? God is trying to produce in people a real, saving 
faith that is sober and wise. Too many try to draw in people by making it appealing to the flesh, the externals. 
People are lost in their sins without Jesus and when we try to levitate to man’s ways to get their attention, faith 
cannot be built in the heart and people are left unconvicted. God is calling us upward to Himself. Too many are 
calling to some theatre or side show that makes it enjoyable as you would a movie. “Let’s bring our popcorn, 
sodas and the like and enjoy the show!!!” Sounds appealing to our desires, doesn’t it? 
 
     Every time God gave something from His eternal throne, He never asked man to try to improve upon it or 
appeal to the human senses. It was simply His desires offered to man and if man would take Him at His word, it 
would save their souls. When God spoke to Moses asking him to instruct the people to build an altar to Him, God 
warned: “And if you make an altar of stone for Me, you shall not build it of cut stones, for if you wield your 
tool on it, you will profane it!” (Exodus 20:25)  “DO NOT WIELD YOUR TOOL ON IT OR YOU WILL 
PROFANE IT!” God knows man’s potential in creating their own desires and God’s holiness is lessened in the 
eyes of the created. The tower of Babel speaks the same! 
 
     Preaching/teaching are not about entertainment even though many want it. It’s about faith! Timothy was 
reminded in his preaching: “But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and 
a sincere faith.” (I Timothy 1:5) Notice God’s direction: “pure”, “good”, “sincere”. Too many want an act not 
the message to create what God wants. The word of God isn’t esteemed highly or held as holy when reduced to 
man’s ways. 
 
      “For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, that the cross 
of Christ should not be made void.” (I Corinthians 1:17) Clever, entertaining preaching/teaching will void the 
power of the cross of Christ and Paul was aware of that. I pray that each of you have a sincere desire for God and 
His word and the only longing you have is to hear it as God intended it to be spoken. I pray Carey and myself will 
keep God in His rightful place by preaching/teaching what He wants. Oh, and the drama group? They aren’t 
coming!!! Think about it!!! 

Brent 


