
 

 

Sunday – September 1, 2013 

Heart to Heart…   
      
     John 1:4 speaks of Jesus: “In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.” The life of God is 
found only in Jesus and Jesus came to share that life with us. The life is what gives the Light! The life of 
Jesus is what allows us to live above the standard of those around us, especially in the religious world. 
The life of Jesus is the end of all searches! No wonder Paul preached Jesus and Him crucified and 
nothing else (I Corinthians 2:2). There is no true Light, no power without Him. 
 
     Here is where we find ourselves many times as the church. Some seem to want to compete for 
numbers and have attendance records set. Why? Is this what is needed to make us “feel” alive? If this is 
the desire of some, what does that say about “the life was the Light of men”? 
 
     Some like to teach how we are right and how everyone else is wrong. Pride swells and attitudes of 
self-righteousness take front stage. Our teaching becomes centered around the religious world’s errors. 
People leave the assembly thinking, “I wish so and so was here to listen to that!” Love starts to grow 
cold over time and the assemblies are just a shell and the heart senses become dull. Where is the life of 
Christ? 
 
     Some ask nothing of anyone. “Be nice and do nice things!” That’s their motto. Everything works off 
the social light of ‘niceness’. The gospel that saves becomes reduced to a ‘social gospel’ because there is 
little concern for those lost, and truth seems to be almost non-existent. Whatever is done, it is done to 
make sure no one is offended and let’s just be nice. The life of Christ is not the driving force. 
 
     I’m not sharing these things to be offensive. We need to have awareness in our lives about where true 
life is found and the life of Jesus gives us the Light to see what needs to be done and when. Many times 
what people think they are doing in the name of the Lord could be choking out the life of the Lord. How 
can one know? By looking at what takes center stage in our assemblies, studies and programs. True 
Christianity is being involved and drawing from the life of God. It’s humbly walking with Jesus, 
drawing from His power and life. It’s not about attendance drives, putting others down and simply being 
nice. 
 
     Brethren, if we must rely on man’s ideas or some program to drum up excitement and interest within 
the church, something is missing. I’m not saying we are doing that here. I am just trying to keep us 
pointed to life in Jesus. It’s not wrong to have programs but we must remember they cannot create life. 
The programs must be focused on Jesus and Him crucified with the idea of saving someone. I’ve often 
said if you really want to see the pulse of the church, take away all the programs and see what happens. 
Will we say we are dead? We will proclaim we do nothing? What is our life dependent upon? Our lives 
must center around Jesus and Him crucified and nothing else. Tether your heart to Christ alone! Feed 
from Jesus alone! While many times in the first century the church was on the run from hostile people, 
how did they survive? How did Paul survive sitting in a prison cell? The ONLY one he drew from was 
Jesus. “In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.” It affected the whole praetorian guard! 
(Philippians1:13) Think about it!!!                                                                                                                                  
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