
 

 

Sunday – September 1, 2013 

Heart to Heart…   
      
     We live in a day and time when people promote the grand, the strong and most outstanding. Everyone wants to 
associate with winners, don’t we? Our society has made this into a worship. No one wants to be average. Go get 
reconstructive surgery to enhance your body, give you an edge and make your looks youthful. Our airwaves are 
filled with such. 
 
     Has this thinking taking root in the church of our Lord? (I’m speaking generally, not locally.) People want to 
press to be somebody, to be recognized, to be a “mega-church” doing great things! Brethren speak: “What we 
need is a big faith to do big things!” It has even carried over into performance in our worship. 
 
     It makes me wonder what Jesus meant in speaking to His disciples: “If you have faith as a mustard seed…” 
(Matthew 17:20). “…but whoever wishes to be great among you shall be your servant.” (Mark 10:43) We read 
of Jesus our Lord kneeling in the garden, praying fervently to His Father to “let this cup pass.” We read of Him 
“enduring the cross, despising the shame” as He was sentenced the death of a criminal, while being reviled in 
front of a great crowd of people. It was the humility of the Lord that is powerful. It was not being in the spot-light 
for all to see. He tried to avoid that as much as possible, while many of God’s people do the opposite. 
Recognition, attention, and praise from man seem promoted at times. 
 
     God used a lowly Hebrew named Moses, an out-cast among the Egyptian’s, to bring down the most powerful 
man on earth at that time, Pharaoh. God used an ordinary, simple slave girl to get the great warrior Naaman to 
Elisha. God used a common shepherd boy to destroy the great and mighty giant of the Philistines. God sent a 
smelly breeder of sheep (Amos), a herdsman who lived in the desert, to go to the people of God calling for their 
repentance which they did not heed. God brought John from the desert, a man lacking royalty, eating locust and 
wearing camel hair for clothes, to pave the way for the Savior of the world. Then finally our Lord entered our 
world. The King of kings and Lord of lords and yet how did He enter?  Through pomp and all types of displays? 
Was He clothed in Majesty born to a high class family? He could have been created to look like that movie star or 
a man on the cover of some fashion magazine. But we find out through Scripture that He had no special looks to 
be attracted to (Isaiah 53:2). Jesus was an ordinary, common Jew born with a humble class of people and people 
were offended because of His humble, ordinary background (Matthew 13:54-58). As Jesus taught while walking 
in our world, He reminded His disciples that the grand and great would never be able to see the true spiritual 
nature of God (Matthew 11:25-30). Jesus took fisherman, tax collectors and men like this to get His gospel 
message to the lost world. 
 
     What do we learn? The church, Christ’s body will never be the most glorious and mighty on earth. We weren’t 
called to God through Jesus to be that. God is concerned for those burdened with sin and down-trodden because 
of it. God is for the humble, the weak and the hurting. The gospel message speaks to such. 
 
     The next time the zealous (lacking knowledge – Romans 10:2), fireball Christian, with arms waving and words 
flying, “What great things are you doing for the Lord?” humbly ask, “Does praying for the lost count? What 
about trying to reach my family and lead them to heaven, does that count? Does it count that I try humbly to live a 
righteous and holy life in the presence of ungodly co-workers? I try to live a life that reflects the heart of Jesus by 
honesty, does that count?” Think about it!!! 
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