
 

 

Sunday – October 6, 2013 
 

Heart to Heart…   
      
     The question comes often, “If God is in control, why does He allow all the pain and suffering in this 
world?” Let’s look at this today and next week. 
 
     It’s not a difficult question to answer.  It all started in the garden as man, not God, brought sin and 
death into this world (Romans 5:12).  From the moment man chose to ignore God’s word, suffering was 
part of our world.  Adam and Eve were driven from the garden into the world of sin and death man had 
created (Genesis 2:24).  Sin brought corruption, pain and torment.  Sin brought in diseases that destroy 
our bodies.  God pronounced the judgment: “By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you 
return to the ground, because from it you were taken; for you are dust and to dust you shall return.” 
(Genesis 3:19)  Death and pain became a part of our world because of man’s disobedience. 
 
     In this world of pain, suffering and death, God sent His Son Jesus. Why? To stop the corruption, pain 
and suffering? NO! He didn’t stop the aging process, take away all the diseases, feed all those starving 
and heal the sick.  God saw our eternal need.  Jesus was the assurance from God that eternity is what 
was at stake.  Through Jesus, God offers victory over suffering, not exemption from it.  Jesus is the 
assurance in danger, not immunity from dangers.  It’s not what happens to us that is the issue but what is 
happening IN us!  God declared His judgments because of sin and death that man brought into this 
world.  The Lord declared His aide through His Son Jesus Christ. 
 
     If we trust the Lord for His love and mercy extended to us, why can’t we trust His love and mercy to 
help when we hurt and suffer?  God allowed His own Son to suffer and die!  He knows the depths of 
suffering.  Despite the Lord Jesus’ pain as a human, His inhumane death, Jesus cries, “My God, My 
God...”  Despite His being humiliated, His being left alone separated from all human help, His heart 
cried out to His God, His Father.  Everything was taken from Him by man but His heart was set on His 
Father.  Then came the victory cry in the face of His death: “Father, into Your Hands I commit My 
spirit.” (Luke 23:46)  Jesus spoke trustingly of His Father.  He arose!!!  Death didn’t win!  Suffering 
wasn’t the end of all!  God won the victory through Jesus!  We win!  Death wasn’t the end, it was the 
entrance into the unseen world of God. 
 
      “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory that is to be revealed to us.” (Romans 8:18)  Paul suffered greatly but never asked ‘Why?’  Paul 
was assured because of Jesus and what was coming was so much better, much grander than words can 
be spoken.  A place at the side of God where sin could no longer have access and death could not touch.  
A place eternally where sin can never have access.   Paul had faith in God.  When one asks ‘Why?’ they 
do not believe their life is secured in Christ.  They do not realize what salvation is about.  All they see is 
right here, right now and little hope beyond.  More next week.  Think about it!!! 

                    
Brent 


