
 

 

Sunday – October 20, 2013 

Heart to Heart…  
   
     God speaks: “This you know, my beloved brethren. But everyone must be quick to hear, slow to 
speak and slow to anger.” (James 1:19) How many times have we heard/read this? Why is this so 
important? “For the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God.” (James 1:20) Anger 
keeps people from doing what God wants done in a difficult situation…ALWAYS! 
 
     How many times have we been upset at someone and refuse to hear a situation fully? When things 
are being discussed, anger flares and from that point, nothing is heard and only venom is spewed 
because we are upset. God wants His children to be slow to anger. Anger explosions keep one from 
hearing and a desire to do a lot of speaking. 
 
     Stephen was falsely accused and began to relate what God has done in the past and desires of us now 
(Acts 7). As Stephen revealed more about the will of God, the words hit the heart of the people and their 
anger flared. With their anger stirred their ears to shut down! Their tongues began to wag and there was 
no concern for God’s will in their heart. “Now when they heard this, they were cut to the quick, and 
they began gnashing their teeth at him.” This is a typical reaction when a person is given to anger. 
Man’s anger NEVER achieves God’s intended desire. 
 
     Paul tried to appeal to the people about God’s intention through Jesus. “And they listened to him up 
to this statement, and then they raised their voices and said, ‘Away with such a fellow from the earth, 
for he should not be allowed to live.’” (Acts 22:22) When God’s word exposes the heart’s intentions, 
something begins to happen. One will either listen with humble ears of faith to receive, knowing 
something from God is what is needed or explode because the heart is exposed and they don’t want to 
hear how to make changes personally. 
 
     We encounter situations that get us stirred. Instead of listening to God and finding out what we need 
to hear, we set our hearts and minds that something is the way we see it and God can no longer penetrate 
in that situation. The heart is set! Someone shows us we are wrong or we came to a wrong conclusion 
and we find out how quick we are to hear. We might be wrong and if the heart isn’t set on the Lord with 
a willingness to admit we might be wrong, anger will enter and God’s will/righteousness will not be 
pursued. Many times people have their minds set on what they want to believe and accept it as fact and 
no one, not even God will change their mind set. They simply won’t allow it! 
 
      “Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all the remains of wickedness, in humility receive the 
word implanted, which is able to save your souls.” (James 1:21) Anger must go! We must be a people 
willing to receive the word as that is what will save your soul. Next time you find yourself angry about 
someone or a situation, you need to make certain that you are hearing God’s word, heeding His word 
and receiving His word so you won’t go off into a state of being that shuts down your heart. Humility 
and listening brings you to a willingness to do it God’s way and it will save your soul. (Sometimes it is 
simply accepting the other person as the Lord accepted us!) But when anger flares and there is a refusal 
to listen, there will be a lot of talking and God’s desires for you will never be attained. Think about it!!! 
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