
 

 

Sunday – November 3, 2013 
 

Heart to Heart…   
      
     Last week we looked at Colossians 2:8 being warned about being taken captive by man’s traditions 
rather than according to Christ. In that context, we looked at Christmas, noting that it is not according to 
Christ and was never celebrated in the first century church. We need to be truth seekers, not world 
followers of religion. We need to be Christ centered, not someone’s idea of Christ. Christmas is one of 
those man-made ideas tying the season to Jesus to make it seem holy and righteous. 
 
     Over and over we hear it said: “Jesus is the reason for the season!” or “Happy birthday Jesus!” 
Signs have shown up to put “Christ” back in “Christmas.” Here’s the question: how did someone 
determine this was Christ’s birthday and make a celebration of it? (A quick trip to the library will tell 
you the roots!) Too many are taken captive by such and when you speak against it, it upsets some. Why? 
Because they believe you are speaking against Jesus and have been taken captive! Jesus nor His 
disciples and the church He built (Matthew 16) ever had a season or time surrounding His birth. 
 
     The word “Christmas” literally means “the mass of Christ.” What does that say about its origin? Its 
whole origin is based in Catholicism.  We preach and teach against not conforming to the world and 
following the teaching of the world but when it comes to this world-wide holiday tying it to God and His 
Son, little thought is given about its origin and root system. To make it acceptable man has placed God’s 
word about the birth of Jesus as something celebrated. On top of that there are inaccuracies presented. 
For instance, there is NEVER mention of three shepherds (Luke 2:8f). We do not know how many. 
Another inaccuracy is the animals in the stable. There is no mention of any animals in the stable with 
Jesus. When we speak about God and His word, we need to speak about the truth. The truth is always 
“according to Christ.” (Colossians 2:8) 
 
     Peter, James and John were with Jesus when He was transfigured before their eyes (Matthew 17:4-8). 
Appearing with Jesus were Moses and Elijah. Peter spoke up and wanted to make Moses and Elijah 
equal to Jesus by making a tabernacle for each of them. Then God spoke: “This is My beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased; listen to Him!” They wanted to adore all three men and felt they had every 
right to do so!!! They were instructed from heaven to listen to Jesus, according to Christ and Him only!! 
We need to heed that same instruction. 
 
     In the church at Colossae, someone was making angels equal Jesus by worshipping them (Colossians 
2:18). Others had a false humility (self-abasement) and taking their stand on visions. In all this, Christ 
was being lost and they were being taken captive by what some said. Paul had to inform them this comes 
from fleshly minds, not holding fast to Jesus the head (Colossians 2:19). What they were doing was not 
“according to Christ.” 
 
     When Jesus sent His apostles into all the world preaching/teaching, what message did they bring? A 
saving gospel message (Mark 16:15-16). This is “according to Christ” from His own mouth. People 
would find salvation through this gospel message. The birth of Jesus never saved a soul. The birth of 
Jesus was never honored by any teaching from Jesus or His apostles. The birth of Jesus was a fulfillment 



of the prophecies concerning Him through the Old Testament prophets some 500-700 years earlier. Paul 
wrote to the Romans that he was an apostle that was set apart for the gospel of God (Romans 1:1). That 
gospel concerned Jesus as God’s Son with power by raising Him from the dead (Romans 1:4). 
 
     Let’s not be pressed into the world’s mold. Let’s stand for the truth. If it’s not “according to Christ” 
it’s not true. What are we to do with this holiday? Read carefully Romans 14 where Scriptures teach one 
can use days individually. It is alright to use the time to be with family, renew friendships and enjoy the 
brightness of lights and such. Just don’t use it as worship to God, tying the season to Jesus. It’s a 
tradition of men, an elementary principle of the world and many, many people are taken captive by it. 
Let’s not help promote falsehood. Think about it!!! 

                  
Brent 


