
 

 

Sunday – November 10, 2013 
 

Heart to Heart…   
      
     I pray so fervently on behalf of this congregation. I want God to help us grow knowing all spiritual 
growth comes from Him (I Corinthians 3:7). I want the Lord to grant this, do you? 
 
     In my recent travels preaching, many have asked what is happening to our young people. It seems 
more and more are being lost to the world or other forms of religion. I had a mother who wept as she 
spoke openly about her two daughters and son, all whom have gone the way of the world, with no 
interest in the Lord or His church and now her grandchildren are even further away spiritually. All of her 
children are successful as far as the world goes. It hurt my heart to hear such and listen to her pain. A 
father spoke with me about his two sons, both whom walked away from the Lord in their young adult 
years and have nothing to do with God. I have personally witnessed so many a young man and woman 
grow into adulthood and today are living successful lives physically but their spiritual lives are ruined. 
Why? 
 
     Let me say that as a parent, raising godly children to love the Lord takes dedication! It takes a 
dedicated mother and father putting Jesus first in their personal lives. Many parents think that by 
bringing their children to worship and bible study will create dedicated, faithful children. While this is 
important and very needful, there is more to it. Bringing up our children in the ways of the Lord takes 
teaching! “You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your 
house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up.” (Deuteronomy 
6:7) It’s a way of life lived and spoken daily, not just taking them to worship. I cannot begin to count the 
number of people over the years speaking with me about their children saying, “I took them to church 
every Sunday!” thinking that is the solution. You have to teach them at home and in your personal 
practices. If the parent is a lover of the things of the world that will come across in their lifestyle, speech 
and attitude. That teaches! A parent chooses pleasures rather than dedicated bible study. That teaches! If 
the parent is a sincere, dedicated lover of God in their everyday life, that teaches! Prayer, trust and love 
must be promoted at home. When things go wrong in your life, how you react to that wrong teaches! To 
bring our children up in the instruction and discipline of the Lord takes the parent being instructed and 
disciplined in the Lord. Parents must know Jesus! “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.” (John 17:3) 
 
     There are no guarantees that our children will walk with the Lord into their adulthood. Once they 
leave home, it will be their faith that will lead them forward. It will be their choices. But we as parents 
must point them in the proper direction, with the proper teaching and love for the Lord. Doing it God’s 
way with a heart for God is the only assurance we can have. Parents have to learn how to say ‘NO’ when 
our children want to follow the spirit of the world. Teach them why! Show them it’s a matter of life and 
death spiritually. Parents, lay a foundation for your children other than just ‘church going’. Going to 
worship should be a result of teaching/training, not a ‘have to’ part! Worship is a natural response when 
the Lord is sought at home. 
 



     We want our children to live eternally with Jesus. At least I pray we do. Maybe you have failed in 
your past and you feel that sense of shame. Turn to the Lord and confess (I John 1:9). The blood of Jesus 
will cleanse. Start walking in His steps today putting His interests first in your life and try to help them 
see the need in their young adulthood. When you see your children have attitudes that aren’t those of the 
Lord, lovingly correct them making sure you have the attitude of the Lord. Teach, teach and teach some 
more. Teach by example. Let you children know that the Lord MUST have first place in your life, above 
all things. Above all sports, above all pleasures, and above all mankind. If there is one thing to instill in 
their love (and your love for the Lord), teach them to seek and love the truth of the word at all cost! This 
will keep them from falling prey to all the false teaching and ideas around. Keep them focused on what 
God says! Here’s why: “…and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they 
did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved. For this reason God will send upon them a 
deluding influence so that they will believe what is false, in order that they all may be judged who did 
not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.”  (II Thessalonians 2:10-12) Truth or deluding 
influence? That’s scary! I want my children to know the consequences because that is for eternity. Make 
certain they worship the Lord, read His word and seek the truth. Think about it!!! 
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