
 

 

Sunday – December 29, 2013 
 

Heart to Heart…   
      
     The lack of respect for authority is growing. People are self-assertive. It doesn’t matter at all about 
authority to them. It’s about their rights and getting their way. If something doesn’t agree with their 
thinking, they push forward in their own thoughts and demands. There is no place in Christ Jesus to be 
self-assertive. Our brethren at Ephesus were reminded: “and be subject to one another in the fear of 
Christ.”  (Ephesians 5:21) Be subject, not demanding or selfish. The word “subject” is a military term. 
It comes from two words: (1) “hupo” which means “under” and (2) “tasso” which means “to arrange.” 
These two words put together for “subject” means “to arrange under”. This is from the authority of the 
Lord. We need to get in our place under the authority of Jesus and reverence for His name. If there is no 
fear of the Lord, no respect for His authority, people will not “arrange under” His teaching. Instead, 
people will demand and fight their way to move things the way they want it to be done. God’s word 
becomes meaningless. What word of God that is held to is twisted to fit their own self-asserted mind set. 
  To “be subject to one another in the fear of Christ” shows itself in three areas of life. First in the 
marriage relationship. Wives are to be subject to their husbands as to the Lord and husbands are to love 
their wives as the Lord loves the church (Ephesians 5:22, 25). Christ asks that of us. It was the Lord God 
who made husbands the head. But why did the Lord do that? Not to rule as a king or master! It was to 
love like Christ as they lead the home upward into Him! Both husbands and wives have a grave 
responsibility in their walk with Jesus. 
 
     Secondly, children have a God-given responsibility in respect for the Lord that they are to “obey and 
honor” their mother and father. This is right! (Ephesians 6:1-3) The Lord directly tied this promise to 
His authority that things can go well for you or not go well for you depending on your attitude toward 
His word. The Lord has control over your length of life which should create within us a fear of Christ. 
 
     Thirdly, we need to all have a proper attitude toward governing authorities. I know some who might 
cringe at this but the Lord asks that of His children. Peter reminds us in I Peter 2:13-17. Paul reminds us 
in Romans 13:1-7. It doesn’t say if they are ungodly or not. It’s all about attitude and respect for the 
authority of the Lord. Whoever resists authorities is resisting God (Romans 13:2). Remember the 
teachings of the Lord were written under the rule of Rome and a very openly ungodly Emperor Nero. 
 
     We need to realize the fear of the Lord and recognize that Christ rules all. JESUS IS LORD OF 
HEAVEN AND EARTH! When one refuses to bow under His Lordship, they refuse His authority and 
will find themselves openly against Him in their mind-set. Submission to Christ is only where true peace 
can be found, even when there is no peace in the lives of those around us. Being subject to authority is 
coming under God and Christ Jesus’ authority. Think about it!!! 
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