
 

 

Sunday – March 23, 2014 
 

Heart to Heart…   
      
     When one speaks of baptism as part of God’s grace to save, accusations start coming that we believe 
in human efforts for our salvation rather than God’s grace. Some tie baptism to nothing more than an 
outward sign of an already experienced inward grace. Some say they are saved before baptism. Others 
say they are baptized because Jesus was. Still others have no thoughts on baptism other than a religious 
rite or symbol. 
 
     People simply do not read and trust in the word of the Lord. More time is spent explaining it away 
than accepting it. When one reads Scripture, especially the New Testament, baptism was not trivial or 
spoken of as an outer sign and was not a religious rite. There are simply too many Scriptures that explain 
baptism. When one looks honestly at baptism as expressed in the teachings of the Lord and His apostles, 
it’s not just about some church ordinance. There is something many miss, even in the church of our 
Lord! 
 
     Let’s first establish that no one in the New Testament tries to prove anything about baptism! Jesus 
and His apostles taught a gospel message and call for baptism as a faith response to obey. That’s it! 
Those that responded knew what they were called to and they, placing their faith in Jesus, trusted in the 
call to baptism. Many did not respond to the call to Jesus through baptism. When Peter spoke that day 
before a large crowd to repent and be baptized into the name of the Lord for forgiveness of their sins, the 
Holy Spirit was theirs as a gift (Acts 2:37-38). There were no arguments! There was no breaking down 
their Greek language. Those Jews had killed the Messiah and there was only one way out of their sins 
before the Lord. No ifs, ands or buts! 
 
     Paul, known as Saul, was told to wait no longer and get himself baptized to wash away his sins by 
calling on the name of the Lord! (Acts 22:16) Plain words to be saved by Jesus. There were no 
discussions about meanings. Simply put: baptism was faith being placed in the Lord and His name! 
Neither Peter, nor Ananias (the one who spoke to Saul and commanded him), nor Paul was attempting to 
prove anything. Those who were immersed into Christ didn’t ask, “Do I have to be baptized?” All this 
debating today is our society trying to NOT obey the teachings to be saved. The debates actually arose 
out of the Catholic-Protestant controversy many years back. IT ISN’T NEW TESTAMENT!!! All the 
reluctance to bring it up or teach it because it might offend or start a religious debate isn’t New 
Testament. Baptism was preached, not as a work, but faith in the Lord Jesus and Paul reminded the 
church at Colossae that very thing (Colossians 2:12). 
 
     Today, some simply will not submit to baptism as spoken in the word of the Lord. They want to 
debate it! Some have said that the debate arose out of Paul’s teaching about grace (Ephesians 2) as 
opposed to works for righteousness but they seem to over-look the fact that this apostle, who opposed 
the very form of any of works for righteousness, submitted himself to the teaching of Jesus that baptism 
was where his sins were washed away as he took the name of Jesus Christ for himself! Many seem to 
fail to recognize that Paul wrote his most compelling inspired words about grace to the Ephesians even 
though he established the Lord’s church there by baptizing some disciples a second time. Whatever else 



was being taught, they were baptized (immersed, not sprinkled, not poured) into the name of the Lord 
Jesus! (Acts 19:1-7) Why can’t people believe the simple message? Why do the debates and arguments 
about the meaning exist? Why has baptism been changed into something never taught in the New 
Testament? Jesus stated it simply: “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. He who 
has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned.” 
(Mark 16:15-16) The Savior said it! No questions or debates! Simply faith!! Think about it!!! 
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