
 

 

Sunday – May 4, 2014 
 

Heart to Heart…   
      
     It was a newspaper advertisement inviting people to a religious service of singing and personal 
testimony of what Jesus has done for them. It seems more and more people in the religious world are 
looking for the testimony of others to verify the Scripture. I have seen this same mindset infiltrate many 
in the Lord’s church. 
 
     For many, they look to the experience to verify the Scripture. That’s very backward and off base. 
The Scripture is what verifies the experience! Let me give you an example. During a Bible study a 
lady was sharing with me how she had a death experience where she saw herself above her body, 
floating and the next thing she saw was God! She stated that God spoke to her and told her He was 
sending her back. She described His features and believed this with all her heart. Her experience was 
what assured her she was on the right path. I opened God’s word and read: “No man has seen God at 
any time…” (John 1:18) Then I read: “…who alone possesses immortality and dwells in 
unapproachable light; whom no man has seen or can see.” (I Timothy 6:16) She fell silent. Slowly she 
admitted maybe it wasn’t God but it was something. The Scripture is what verified the experience! 
 
     When Jesus walked on our planet, the Jews were demanding of some sign or miracle. Jesus 
responded: “An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign and a sign will not be given it, except 
the sign of Jonah.”  (Matthew 12:38/16:4) The only sign they would get from the Lord was His death, 
burial and resurrection. That’s where our attention needs to be fixed and not on someone’s personal 
experience or testimony. Jesus spoke of a rich man that ended up in Hades after his death. (Luke 16:19-
31) The torment was great and when the rich man’s appeal was not granted, he asked if someone could 
return from the dead they could warn his five brothers and teach them so they could escape this torment 
to come for them. Now that would be a personal experience, right? Someone from the dead, what a 
testimony! Then came the response: “If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, neither will they 
be persuaded if someone rises from the dead.” (Luke 16:31) Moses and the Prophets were the 
Scriptures they had at the present from God. Jesus was assuring the hearers that nothing is more 
powerful, more persuasive than anything man could experience!! By the way, Jesus rose from the dead 
and still people aren’t being persuaded! 
 
      “I know what I feel in my heart!” some exclaim. That’s the experience. The Scripture teaches: “The 
heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick…” (Jeremiah 17:9) “He who trusts in his 
own heart is a fool, but he who walks wisely will be delivered.” (Proverbs 28:26) The Scripture is 
what verifies the experience! 
 
     Too many are paying attention to others and not the word of the Lord. Paul called Timothy to preach 
the word! (II Timothy 4:1-2) God designed saving faith can only be formed from listening to the words 
of Christ. (Romans 10:17) There is no substitute for this. People seem to be looking to put their faith in 
personal events and it draws them or confirms them. The result is that a saving faith is not built; only an 
experience is believed in. The word of God will lead you into the truth and salvation while anything less 



will lead you into a world of fraud and deceit, which is where the devil would love to have us! Think 
about it!!! 
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