
 

 

Sunday – July 13, 2014 
 

Heart to Heart…   
      
     Recently I was watching a news feature. Those news reports that focus on one item that turns into 
what many call an amazing story. This night they were featuring a school that put “self-esteem” among 
the children as their number one priority. One student after another stood before the class telling 
everyone of their own individual worth and greatness. As the show progressed what was revealing was 
startling. Many of the students could hardly read and do basic school work but they all had great “self-
esteem!” It was rather sad to see but what was the worst of all? The teachers at the school were thrilled 
and some shed tears over the students that spoke! 
 
     Our children are growing up being praised and rewarded for things the Lord simply asks us to do. 
Parents seem to show less and less discernment by going with the flow. Jesus speaks to His apostles 
confronting them about faith (Luke 17)! Then came an application of how faith works. Jesus tells them 
that a slave plowing or tending sheep will not come into the house and sit down and eat. The master of 
the house expects the slave to prepare something first while being properly clothed. Afterward the slave 
will eat. The slave is not thanked for the things which were expected. It was part of the work, the 
expectation. The conclusion: “So you too, when you do all the things which are commanded you, say, 
‘We are unworthy slaves; we have done only that which we ought to have done.” (Luke 17:10) 
 
     Too many are focusing on what everyone else says and does while the teachings and understanding 
of God fall into the background. Some in the church are doing the same as spiritual discernment is 
lacking. Praise, adoration of us and the lack of wisdom is taking over the thinking of many. What many 
are calling “self-esteem” is what the Lord through His word calls arrogance and pride and we know that 
God is opposed to the proud. This might explain why the Lord’s teachings are losing out! 
 
     Let’s take a few things and examine our lives standing next to Jesus: 
 
We raise our “self-esteem” because of our status – Jesus was God in the flesh and gave up His glory for 
us. 
We are proud and openly glory in our family – Jesus grew up in a poor home not highly esteemed. 
We are proud of our accomplishments and professions – Jesus was a simple carpenter. 
We glory in our nice homes – Jesus had nowhere to lay His head. 
We boast of our possessions and wealth – Jesus had neither. 
We are proud of those we consider as distinguished friends – Jesus was surrounded by fishermen and 
tax collectors, some of the most despised in His time. 
We are proud of our abilities – Jesus said He could do nothing of Himself. 
We take pride in our degrees and schooling – Jesus never had either. 
We push and shove, expressing our discontent with people or decisions made – Jesus said He did not 
seek His own will. 
We put ourselves above others in certain situations – Jesus said He came to serve. 
 



     Somewhere, when we can sit and meditate, reflecting on Jesus, it should come to our mind: “Have 
this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 2:5) Think about it!!! 

                  
Brent 


