
 

 

Sunday – August 24, 2014 

Heart to Heart…   
      
      The greatest blessing of all is being in Christ Jesus. There is only ONE way to get into Christ and 
that is through baptism. (Romans 6) Baptism is faith responding to the word of God. “Having been 
buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working 
of God, who raised Jesus from the dead.” (Colossians 2:12) Baptism (immersion) is where you put 
your faith in Jesus, looking by faith to God to do as He promised in the same way He promised to raise 
up Jesus. If one is taught baptism as a religious act or just some outer sign, it was not from faith in Jesus 
and that baptism did not place you into Jesus. You didn’t rise from the dead. It was nothing but water as 
a bath or taking a swim in the pool. 
 
      As many believe they were baptized (and sprinkling is not baptism, its sprinkling) the real question 
is why? Too many claim they want salvation but they end up making it on their terms rather than the 
Lord’s. Jesus made it clear that just because someone calls Him Lord, does not mean anything without a 
sincere desire for the will of God (Matthew 7:21-23). It’s the will of God that is a must! Just listen how 
many still think reciting some prayer asking Jesus into your heart is the means of entering into Christ. 
What’s more revealing is reciting a prayer that is never found one place in all Scripture, especially in the 
New Testament. No one was ever asked to repeat any words. Yet millions believe this put them into 
fellowship with Jesus and they call themselves ‘Christians’! When one carefully reads the conversions 
written in Acts, every conversion to Jesus, baptism immediately followed what was taught. Baptism 
wasn’t set aside for some special day or occasion. It wasn’t down the road at some time. It was done at 
that time! Why? Because they were being called to faith in Jesus to be their Savior. From Acts 2, they 
heard they had killed the very Messiah they had been waiting to arrive. When they asked how they could 
be forgiven, (“what shall we do?” – Acts 2:37), the apostle Peter, a chosen one of Jesus Christ told them 
to repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus. It was for the forgiveness of their sins! That’s when sin is 
forgiven and the only place sin is forgiven by the blood of Christ. That day they were baptized into Jesus 
and the Lord added them among the saved (Acts 2:41-47). 
 
     When Philip came preaching the good news about the name of Jesus, they were being baptized as a 
response of faith, men and women. (Acts 8:12) The Ethiopian in charge of the queen’s treasures came to 
Jerusalem to worship God but he wasn’t saved. As a sincere worshiper of God, that didn’t save him. He 
needed Jesus and Philip taught him Jesus and this Ethiopian responded by faith to baptism after listening 
to God’s word (Acts 8:35-36). It wasn’t ceremonial! It was faith. 
 
     Cornelius, a centurion, responded to the words spoken by Peter along with his household. In fact, 
Peter ordered them to be “baptized into the name of Jesus Christ.” (Acts 10:48) Cornelius said they 
were “present before God to hear all that you have been commanded by the Lord.” (Acts 10:33) They 
knew Peter’s teachings were God’s commandments, His will. There was no questioning or turning 
things into something else. 
 
     Jesus sent His apostles into the world with the gospel message and the Lord expected a faith response 
to that message. (Mark 16:15-16) A baptism of faith is the proper response. When one comes to be 
baptized, they need faith in Jesus, looking by faith to God entrusting themselves to the Lord by faith. It’s 



that simple. The body gets wet but faith in the heart brings a cleansing within and newness of life within. 
Too many are baptized without faith in Jesus. They are baptized because they hadn’t been baptized 
properly or were scared into it. 
 
     Peter said, “baptism now saves you” (I Peter 3:21). Why do so many want to speak that away and not 
accept this apostle’s teaching which he received from Jesus? Too many are trying to defend their own 
thinking rather than accept what is written in the context in which it was written. If one cannot accept 
this simple statement by Jesus, then there is nothing else that can be done. There is only one way to enter 
Jesus and we must teach Jesus and His gospel so people will ask, “What do we do?” Then we can call 
on their faith to be baptized into Christ and His name! Think about it!!!  
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