
 

 

Sunday – September 21, 2014 
 

Heart to Heart…   
      
     We need to make certain we are the people of God! Not a claim to God but a people that seek the 
Lord, His truth and His ways because we are His children. There are too many claims of one being a 
“Christian” while their thinking and searches take them to every place but Jesus Himself. 
 
     Jesus speaking to Jewish believers: “Why do you not understand what I am saying? It is because 
you cannot hear My word.” (John 8:43) Then Jesus precedes explaining oneness with God: “He who is 
of God hears the words of God; for this reason you do not hear them, because you are not of God.” 
(John 8:47) That is a rather startling statement considering these were people who believed in Him (John 
8:30). That should teach us that one claiming a relationship with the Lord doesn’t make it a reality! 
 
     Years back I was visiting in a hospital with an individual. They were in the hospital in their words: 
“to find themselves and their purpose.” They claimed they had lost their way, their passion for life and 
why they even existed. Over my many years I have run into this type of thought process on several 
instances while calling themselves a “Christian”. 
 
     I was invited to a series of lessons titled, “Finding Our Way”. It was presented by a psychologist to 
help ministers, (they called them “pastors” which reveals their understanding of Scripture), understand 
the heart and mind of people searching for answers in life about themselves. I didn’t go. The answers lay 
in God and His word. Listen to the words of the prophet Jeremiah: “Let not a wise man boast of his 
wisdom, and let not the mighty man boast of his might, let not the rich man boast of his riches, but let 
him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the Lord who exercises 
lovingkindness, justice and righteousness on earth; for I delight in these things, declares the Lord.” 
(Jeremiah 9:23-24) Paul quotes part of this verse in I Corinthians 1:31. Our boasting and insight should 
be from and in the Lord, not man. We live in a sin-filled, self-absorbed society and too many trust in 
those called ‘professionals’ while God’s word has little place in their heart. They may claim the Lord 
has entrance but where they reach for answers reveals everything about what they believe. 
 
     “Thus says the Lord, ‘Cursed is the man who trusts in mankind and makes flesh his strength, and 
whose heart turns away from the Lord.’” (Jeremiah 17:5) 
 
     Sin takes us into a wisdom not from God but a wisdom that is self-seeking and self-serving (James 
3:14). Sin makes us unloving, self-absorbed and self-consumed. It’s all about me! We need God and to 
come to know God. We need to understand God so our minds can expand into Him and away from us. 
Jesus came to explain God! (John 1:18) Knowing God is where all true understanding is found and that 
can only be gained from listening to God as He reveals Himself in His word. As we read of the life of 
Jesus walking in our world, we see how God lives among the created. We get insight to what God calls 
us to through Jesus.  
 
     If you want to know what life is and want to grow into what God created you for, you must come to 
know God on God’s terms. If you want a life of pain and weariness, paralyzed in areas and unable to 



move forward, just learn from the created rather than the Creator. And then we find Paul reminded the 
brethren at Thessalonica warning them in speaking of the return of Jesus: “Dealing our retribution to 
those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.” (II 
Thessalonians 1:8) Did you notice two groups? 
 
     We have a purpose and God spelled out our purpose in Jesus. God wants us to share in His life and 
that life is found only in Jesus. If you find yourself looking, wandering about for answers to life’s 
questions, His name is Jesus and look nowhere else. “Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of faith…” (Hebrews 12:2). That simplifies our lives. Think about it!!! 
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