
 

 

Sunday – September 28, 2014 
 

Heart to Heart…   
      
     Religion of itself will not save anyone. While Paul traveled to Athens, he saw the city full of idols 
which said religion was all around (Acts 17:16-31). When he spoke in their midst, he said, “Men of 
Athens, I observe that you are very religious in all aspects.” (Acts 17:22) They weren’t saved, much 
less even in a relationship with God but they had religion. 
 
     The word “religion” comes from two Latin words. The first word is “re” meaning “back”. The 
second word is “lego” meaning “to bind.” Therefore the word literally means “to bind back.” When we 
speak of religion in a true relationship to God, it is that which “binds us back” to God. 
 
     Years back there was a bumper sticker out that said: “Christians are not perfect, they are just 
forgiven.” This is somewhat of a true statement. I say somewhat because there is much more to one 
being a Christian than just being forgiven. Jesus did not go to the cross on our behalf just to forgive us of 
our sins. We have been forgiven and His atoning death speaks that but His death also “binds us back” to 
God. It is a living and loving relationship. The love is produced from our being forgiven. The binding 
back brings us into a relationship in our daily living. Not only does God forgive us in Jesus but our 
binding back to Him is to influence us to strive to live wholly unto Him. When we read the Scriptures, 
we see Jesus showing man this is how one lives in relationship to God on this earth! 
 
     John spoke: “No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the 
Father, He has explained Him.” (John 1:18) When we speak of religion it should make a deep impact 
on our lives how we live. To be religious for us should make us committed to yielding, submitting 
ourselves to God and letting Him “mold us and make us after His will.” That’s a statement from our 
song “Take Time To Be Holy”. We should be committed to being more and more conformed into the 
image of His Son Jesus as that’s the will of God (Romans 8:29). 
 
     Here are some areas of our lives and view your heart and your religion in these areas: 
 
(1) At Home – Your religion is seen and known by your family first and foremost! Your family knows if 
your living godly, holy lives. Your influence on them will be seen in their view of you! 
(2) At Work – Your attitudes and disposition are right in front of your co-workers. How you interact, 
speak and attitude will let them make a judgment about your religion! 
(3) At Play – We live in a winner mentality society and winning at all cost. When you are fair, not loud 
and obnoxious you are showing the world that you are a person of integrity and no game has eternal 
bearings. That is displayed in your religion. It makes people take notice. 
 
     Your religion when spoken in the proper sense and believed in the proper way will make a great 
difference in how you live: In your family relationships, your business relationships and in your 
recreational relationships. Our religion should lead people to wanting to know what we have that they 
don’t in their religion! Think about it!!! 
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