
 

 

Sunday – October 26, 2014 
 

Heart to Heart…   
      
     We are the Church, not a religion. There is more and more a shift in religion to honor and promote 
man. You see it on our national holidays like the Fourth of July when services are rendered toward those 
who have given their lives for our freedom. Now don’t mistake me. I am so grateful for those who have 
done such as my own father served in WWII. But when it comes to God and worshiping Him, man is not 
a substitute in His place. God gave the ultimate service for our freedom by sacrificing His Son and it’s 
for eternity. 
 
     As we see the shift of many honoring and promoting themselves, personal testimony has also taken a 
first place. There is so much personal testimony about the great things the Lord has done in lives of 
people. Some use the term “witnessing for the Lord.” That term “witnessing” is used differently in the 
Scriptures than what people use it to mean today. The apostles used the term “witnessing” as an eye-
witness of the life of Jesus but it was never about them! “For we do not preach ourselves but Christ 
Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus’ sake.”  (II Corinthians 5:4) Paul made it 
clear that they stayed away from preaching themselves. It wasn’t about their lives or commitment. Jesus 
is Lord! Jesus is the Savior! Jesus is the atoning sacrifice! Without Jesus, man is nothing. Our changed 
lives are no substitute for the life and death of Jesus Christ on our behalf. This means we are not to offer 
our moral and spiritual attainments as proof of the cross. It is not our transformed lives that make the 
cross the moral and spiritual center of the universe much less worship. The cross, the death, burial and 
resurrected Christ is the center! It is Jesus and Him crucified that creates transformation. Too many are 
taking in what they hear and read from others, rather than what we read from the word of the Lord! 
 
     There is nothing wrong with thanking the Lord and speaking in gratitude for the way He has brought 
about changes within us. We should thank God and praise His name for the transforming power we have 
received. But thankfulness is not a substitute for what life is really about or our worship. What 
transforms us and shapes our lives are the mercies of God shown to us in the glorious Lord. Just read 
Romans 12:1-2. The gospel of Jesus and Him crucified is what makes sense of our lives but our lives do 
not validate Jesus Christ! 
 
     Too many are speaking and promoting things that make others look at us! A little here, a little there 
and man becomes the center while claiming it’s about the Christ in them. The Lord didn’t call us to 
proclaim a deed of man but the MAN, the person Christ Jesus (I Timothy 2:5). The apostle Peter closed 
his inspired letter with these words: “To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.” 
(II Peter 3:18) Look closely at the gift of His salvation. Look at the commitment on our behalf and the 
power to change and transform that comes from His life. It’s right there, you will find all the reason to 
give thanks. We are to glorify Him and praise His name knowing it was His redeeming blood and His 
raising from the dead that makes us anything. It’s not how He’s changed me but how He is!! It’s all 
about Jesus and all glory being given to Jesus and no man or woman should ever be substituted in that 
praise and glory! Think about it!!! 
                                                                                                                                                             Brent 


