
 

 

Sunday – November 9, 2014 
 

Heart to Heart…   
      
     Too many in Christ easily follow ideas and sayings of what is popular for today. “Buzz” words come 
in and we seem to adopt them into our vocabulary because others use them. One such phrase heard over 
and over is, “God is good!” That’s a true phrase and has great merit. However, the phrase is used when 
things seem to go our way. People get a good word about their health and say, “God is good!” People 
hurt over a situation and when they find relief they speak, “God is good!” God’s goodness is always 
present and in His goodness He answers the prayers of the righteous (I Peter 3:12). In most cases the 
phrase is used when things go the way we had hoped they go. That makes His goodness all about me! I 
don’t think I’ve ever heard it said when things go against us continuing downward. 
 
     We need to be thankful in ALL things. Difficulties do not alter God’s relationship with His children! 
Thankfulness should be in the heart of those in Christ Jesus. Suddenly a difficulty arises and it strains us. 
Isn’t God still good at that time? Doesn’t God hear and answer our prayers? Many times we pray and 
things don’t turn out the way we had asked. Isn’t God still good? Has it occurred to us that God said 
‘NO’? Isn’t God good at that time? 
 
     David’s sin of adultery led to the death of his child. II Samuel 12 tells us David inquired of God, 
fasting, weeping and not sleeping. It was heavy on his heart as he was even unwilling to eat but not from 
depression but from his intense devotion to God. David continued his prayers. The seventh day the child 
of David died. These seven days of prayer, fasting and hurting only to have God say “No!” What would 
he do? “So David arose from the ground, washed, anointed himself, and changed his clothes; and he 
came into the house of the Lord and worshiped. Then he came to his own house, and when he 
requested, they set food before him and he ate.” (II Samuel 12:20) David worshiped! His attitude and 
heart were affected by God. God was still good even in the loss of his child and David showed God’s 
goodness by worshiping God. It wasn’t about David and his circumstances. It was about the relationship 
he had with God. Otherwise David would have withdrawn into himself! 
 
     How many of us get on our knees and thank the Lord for the difficulty we came through even if it 
didn’t come out the way we wanted? How many worship God in their difficulty? Our true attitudes are 
reflected in difficulties as well as in times when God did respond in the way we requested. We are 
reminded, rather than allowing anxiety to rule in our hearts, we need to let our requests be made known 
to God by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving (Philippians 4:6-7). There are a lot of things that 
can cause us distress and anxiety but we need to understand, trusting and knowing our God by having 
the right attitude. Anxiety should be given to God and if we will do that by faith, the answer He returns 
will be protecting our heart and mind no matter what we face! 
 
     Jesus inquired of God three times on the night of His arrest. Jesus fled to God. His soul was grieved. 
His heart was heavy. Jesus waited each time for God’s answer. It was “No!” Jesus still trusted being 
committed and thanking His Father. “God is good!” even facing the cross and having to suffer. 
 



     God’s goodness prevails in difficulties and sometimes the difficulties are needed to help us trust Him 
and not rely on what we think or ask! God speaks “No!” for our benefit. He knows what we need and 
will bring us to a greater faith in Him if we would only rejoice during difficulties. Maybe we need to 
make certain we aren’t using these phrases so easily knowing no matter what comes, no matter what we 
face, through good things and bad, God is still good and His goodness is for our benefit. Think about 
it!!! 
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