
 

 

Sunday – November 16, 2014 
 

Heart to Heart…   
      
    The deceitfulness of sin will harden your heart (Hebrews 3:13). The easiest thing to say is you are a 
“Christian”! Words mean nothing unless they are followed by action. People who profess themselves as 
“believers in God” but refuse to forgive another brother or sister have some serious spiritual issues and 
the longer they stay in their ‘unforgiving’ mind-set, they slowly drift further from the Lord in self-deceit. 
How many of the religious Jews thought themselves to be in fellowship with God while walking 
contrary to His will? That’s the deceitfulness of sin. 
 
     How well do we know that forgiveness is at the very heart of a relationship with the Lord? “For if 
you forgive others for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do 
not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.” (Matthew 6:14-15) What do 
we believe about these words of Jesus? They are stated facts. If one does not forgive, they aren’t 
forgiven of their own transgressions! For the Lord to pay our debt and death and we aren’t willing to 
forgive others is a crime before God! Jesus drives home this point in illustrating forgiveness using two 
slaves that owed money. One slave owed much to his master. The other slaved owed a little to his fellow 
slave. The master released the first slave from a great debt by forgiving him. That forgiven slave went 
out and found the slave who owed him a little amount and demanded payment. He wanted to exact 
justice from his fellow man. The result? “And his lord, moved with anger, handed him over to the 
torturers until he should repay all that was owed him. My heavenly Father will also do the same to 
you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart.” (Matthew 18:34-35) The one 
refusing to forgive found himself on the outside and punished. The Lord expects 100% forgiveness in 
your heart toward your brother, no if’s, and’s or but’s!!! 
 
     Why do people not forgive? UNBELIEF! When brethren suffer an injustice to them, they want it 
corrected. They demand accountability. They have no faith in the Lord that the Lord will do as He says 
or what He asks of us. They are simply offended and refuse to forgive. They believe they must hold the 
one accountable and it must be punished. Unforgiving hearts not only create division between brethren 
but division between themselves and Jesus Christ. They are lost, eternally doomed! Anyone who refuses 
to forgive another is eternally lost! We need to let that sink into our hearts. Jesus said it was so. 
 
     God is a just and righteous God. When people refuse to forgive, they speak with their actions 
showing they don’t believe He is just and righteous. To take a hateful, bad attitude toward someone 
because of something deemed as wrong will cost you your eternal soul. Even if it did happen, what does 
Jesus ask from us? Jesus taught us to love our enemies. That doesn’t sound like unforgiving hearts. Did 
Jesus love His enemies? Did He die for His enemies? Those who nailed Him to that cross, spit on Him 
and despised Him with unrelenting words, Jesus offered His forgiveness without any response from the 
ones who hurt Him. “Father forgive them for they know not what they do.” (Luke 23:34) It doesn’t 
mean they were saved. They had to respond to Jesus’ forgiveness (and it was offered 50 days later) but 
Jesus wasn’t going to hold it in His heart against any human that wanted a relationship with Him. 
Stephen had the heart of Christ when he was being stoned to death because he was hated for preaching 
and convicting them: “Lord, do not hold this sin against them!” (Acts 7:60) They didn’t ask for 



Stephen to forgive them but Stephen knew the Lord forgave him and he was willing to not allow any 
unforgiving thoughts or feelings to enter his heart. 
 
     Listen to some that profess Christ. Listen to their tone. Listen to their words. Listen to their excuses 
when they feel justified for lashing out at one who hurt them. Watch their actions. They feel completely 
comfortable holding things against others they feel have mistreated them. Something is seriously wrong 
with their heart. The deceitfulness of sin has set in! The forgiven forgive. Those who refuse to forgive 
are an enemy of God and will stand in His judgment unless they take on the heart of Jesus. Do you hold 
any animosities against one another? Think about it!!! 
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