
 

 

Sunday – April 12, 2015 
 
 

Heart to Heart…   
      
     It is rather amazing how ignorant people can be. I’m not using the term ‘ignorant’ as demeaning but 
spiritual insight ignorance. One can be an idolater and not even be aware. Isaiah speaks of the ignorance 
of God’s people (Isaiah 44). Man takes a tree, cuts it down and shapes the wood. He works it with 
planes and outlines it with a compass and fashions it into something, falling down and worshiping it! 
The rest of the tree he burns in a fire to warm himself. Why? “They do not know, nor do they 
understand, for He (God) has smeared over their eyes so they cannot see and their hearts so that they 
cannot comprehend.” (Isaiah 44:18) God caused their ignorance because man wants to follow their own 
ideas and thoughts. Wood is their god for worship and wood for a warming fire! God is the one who 
prevents people from understanding what they do and He also gives understanding when people have an 
honest heart in seeking Him. Just read Matthew 11:25-27. We are dealing with a real God who gives to 
each what they truly desire. 
 
     When we read places like Isaiah 44, we might chuckle at the ignorance of man in their idolatry. But 
today, many in Christ can be enslaved to idolatry, with the same blind eyes and heart just as those who 
fall down before a piece of wood, a rock or even a golden calf. Idolatry is defined as anything you place 
between you and God. It is what you put your trust in. It can be from possessions, entertainment, work 
and relationships. Idolatry is seen in lucky charms, four leaf clovers, throwing salt over your shoulder, 
lucky coins, breaking a mirror, certain numbers or that lucky clothing item you always seem to have a 
good day while wearing. The list grows. When one places their trust upon anything or anyone other than 
the Lord to deliver them or see them through a situation, it is idolatry! Idolatry is alive and well today.  
 
     Paul speaks to the church that a coveter (“eager to have or what belongs to another”) is an idolater 
and no idolater “has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.” (Ephesians 5:5) Sometimes our 
relationship with others causes us to place that relationship greater than the relationship with the Lord. 
We serve those relationships more than our Father. That too is idolatry. 
 
     A rich young ruler came to Jesus asking what he must do to inherit eternal life (Mark 10:17-22). 
Jesus told him to keep the commandments, which weren’t a problem because he had done that from his 
youth, but there was still something lacking. Jesus revealed his heart by telling him to give up his riches 
and come follow Him. He couldn’t do that! He loved his things more than the Lord. He was an idolater! 
If you asked this ruler, in his own mind he was a lover of God! After all, he did keep the 
commandments!!! But Jesus knew his deceptive heart. His love for God wasn’t with all his heart, soul, 
mind and strength. Things from the Lord stopped at that moment no matter how smart he thought 
himself to be. 
 
     What about you? It takes an honest, open heart to look at yourself and ask, “Is there anything or 
anyone that I am not willing to give up at this moment to follow the Lord?” This includes our family!! 
Just look at the faith of Abraham offering up Isaac. We need to make clear that it is the Lord Jesus we 
serve and adore. Once that is present in our heart, it opens the door for a greater understanding to see 



how to approach the situations in our lives and with our families. Do you have any idols? Think about 
it!!! 
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