
 

 

Sunday – May 3, 2015 
 

Heart to Heart…   
      
      “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind…” 
(Romans 12:2) The word conform means “to fashion or shape one thing like another.” (Vines 
Expository Dictionary) To those moved by the mercies of God, the death of Jesus and being united with 
Him in baptism into His death (Romans 6), Paul urges not to conform any longer! The Lord is trying to 
“transform” us and that only happens by mind renewal. Learning to see things from God’s view is vital! 
That takes His word affecting us and not the world around us. When we conform to the world, what gets 
blurred is that no one seems to be lost anymore! There is not any false teaching! Following man’s 
traditions are common! Too many are drawn into the mind-set of the religious and want to pattern their 
lives/worship after what they see or hear from them. Some want to invite their ideas into God’s world of 
saving grace and be acceptable to the Lord. There is little transforming into the image of Jesus and what 
He calls us to be and a lot of conforming into the image of religion. 
 
     The Lord God warned Israel: “It shall come about if you ever forget the Lord your God and go after 
other gods and serve them and worship them, I testify against you today that you will surely perish.” 
(Deuteronomy 8:19) What did Israel do? They forgot the Lord God by allowing the nations around to 
“conform” them into their thinking, practices and mind-set. “Now appoint a king for us to judge us like 
all the nations.” (I Samuel 8:5) We want to be like them! It’s just a king we want. God’s response: 
“…for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me from being king over them. Like all the 
deeds which they have done since the day that I brought them up from Egypt even to this day – in that 
they have forsaken Me and served other gods – so they are doing to you also.” (I Samuel 8:7-8) The 
“you” in this context is Samuel, God’s chosen vessel to teach and lead. Just by wanting a king was 
serving other gods! Many do not realize that. Here is where things got really confusing for Israel. They 
continued their worship to God not realizing they were no longer acceptable before Him and their 
worship was rejected. It might do you good to go read this carefully. 
 
     Malachi the prophet was sent to God’s people speaking how God viewed them and their worship to 
Him. They were told their approach, their mind-set and offerings were tainted by the nations around 
them. God rejected them and their worship! They believed they were worshiping and honoring God. 
Conforming blinds you! Conforming means being rejected by God! 
 
      We must be a people to be “transformed by renewing our minds” so we can see clearly what is 
acceptable and not acceptable to the Lord. Are you conforming? Only by going to God’s word can one 
tell the difference. But that’s not all…even misapplying God’s word can be conforming. We must seek 
His truth and be willing to allow God to have the complete say in all matters. We must come to know 
that one cannot mix the teachings of God with the teachings around us and be acceptable. Recently I was 
speaking with an individual who preaches for a large religious group here in Jefferson City. He shared 
with me how they were growing larger and larger every year. If you listen to people long enough, they 
will reveal their motives: “I want us to be the largest in all of Missouri. We believe in the gospel 
accounts (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) about Jesus as being the inspired word of God. The rest of 
what people call God’s word, it is just mainly ideas of man and we don’t put a lot of faith in those.” 



They “reject” the New Testament writings and a large number of people are following while 
conforming! He revealed they have a woman preacher and women worship leaders, which God’s word 
clearly rejects (I Timothy 2). To him, the word of God is not the word of God, just certain parts are. The 
motive is not God and truth, but to be the largest. Do you conform? Go back and look again how God 
spoke to His people telling them they were rejected because they rejected God at His word. This is 
serious. Think about it!!! 
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