
 

 

Sunday – May 17, 2015 
 

Heart to Heart…   
      
     Keeping the focus on Christ is of utmost importance! It is life and death! It is truth verses deception! 
From the on-set of the church to over two thousand years later, it has been a battle within the church to 
keep the focus on Christ. People have always and will always want to bring in things to attempt to make 
things “better” or jump on some band-wagon about this issue or that. Some simply have their own mind-
set to what they see and it drives them to want to follow their thinking. If there is anything that should 
lead our minds that should drive us is this: “See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy 
and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the 
world, rather than according to Christ.”  (Colossians 2:8) I want you to look carefully at the last 5 
words in this verse from God’s word: “…rather than according to Christ.” That’s what the apostle was 
pointing the saints to. It must be according to Christ, in keeping with Christ, in being driven by Christ, 
being pointed to by Christ and being taught by Christ. He is to be the center of our being and His 
direction is what we should concern ourselves with. When Christ Jesus is not the focus it opens up the 
door of their heart to all sorts of directions that is not according to Christ. 
 
     The churches of Galatia had the influence of their Jewish brothers and sisters trying to bind elements 
of the Law with the teachings of Jesus Christ. Both were from God but there was little understanding of 
the purpose of the Law. It was creating all sorts of ideas and conclusions that Paul was rather shocked 
about. He even asked why they were so foolish! (Galatians 3:1-5) Paul had to point them back to Christ, 
to draw from Christ and nothing else. If they were to continue listening to where others within the 
church were trying to take them, they would find themselves severed from Christ and fallen from grace 
(Galatians 5:4). Keeping the focus on Christ the Lord is of the highest magnitude! 
 
     The brothers and sisters at Colossae were being told by some saying they had visions or dreams, they 
delighted themselves by looking the part of humility when in reality it was nothing but a show (it is 
called self-abasement) and angels were the drawing power (Colossians 2:18). Paul called them back by 
showing it was no longer Christ Jesus the head they were holding to. It was all from fleshly inflated 
minds! “We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom so that 
we may present every man complete in Christ.”  (Colossians 1:28) 
 
     There has been little change except more and more are being driven by their personal stories, wants 
and agendas. Too many are trying to manipulate Scripture to fit their thinking. We need to fix our eyes 
on Jesus. We need to hold fast to the head of the church, Christ Jesus. We need to let Jesus lead us away 
from us and into Him. We need to realize Christ unites and never divides! We need to continue to 
proclaim Christ. It’s never about us or our wants. It’s never about our abilities. It’s never about the 
traditions of men. It’s never about man.  It’s about Jesus and drawing from Him. No wonder Paul prays: 
“I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know the hope of His calling, 
what are the riches of glory of His inheritance in the saints.” (Ephesians 1:18) It’s our eyes that need 
enlightened! Only “according to Christ” is the way. Think about it!!! 
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