
 

 

Sunday – June 21, 2015 
 

Heart to Heart…   
      
  Godly parenting is one of our greatest failures! Everyone around is telling us this is healthy and this is 
not healthy for children. Corporal punishment is claimed as abuse. A lot of physiological approaches are 
applied that so called experts tell us. What is worse? Members of Christ are accepting and believing it! 
God is silently placed on the sideline only as an occasional reference. “…but bring them up in the 
discipline and instruction of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4) has little meaning today. But so and so wrote a 
book telling us how to raise our children and it’s the topic of conversation and belief. Look at many of 
our children that have gone off into spiritual ruin as young adults and the parents are left with heartache, 
guilt and questions. I jotted down a few things I have gained on how to fail at raising your children to 
love the Lord and be saved. 
 

1. The first thought toward sabotaging your child’s spiritual well-being as an adult is little effort or 
attention to the Lord is provided. Parents get so busy providing that there is no time for teaching! Our 
time is consumed with activities and things that the time spent in training and teaching is not there. “You 
shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them (Scripture) when you sit in your house 
and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up.” (Deuteronomy 6:7) 
Does this sound like your home? Busy homes directed to the world and self-pleasures lead to lives lost 
by loving the world more than God. 

 
2. Fail to enforce boundaries! Parents seem to have a hard time saying ‘no’ to their children. Many 

parents just smile at their children and believe in the innate goodness of their sweet little heart while 
letting them make their own decisions or do what it is they want to do. Free expression prevails. Temper 
tantrums are cute and laughed at. Children are not born to you wise and disciplined. They come into our 
homes innocent and undefiled!!! “…but a child who gets his own way brings shame to his mother.” 
(Proverbs 29:15) We need to be putting our children on paths that are virtuous which means not 
allowing them to do what they want. No needs to mean no! We have seen the bad behavior of a child in 
a store or public place. They have no boundaries. By enforcing boundaries you help develop their 
character and character is not something you are born with, only developed (Romans 5:1-5). Boundaries 
such as worship and Bible study need to come to the forefront instead of recreation and fun. When lines 
are blurred, the child loses clear boundaries to develop godly character. Children do not see the need for 
self-denial or self-restraint. It must be taught from the Lord by the parents! 

 
3. Allow them to choose their friends. What? This is failure? Kids, like adults, are tempted in 

things and influenced by their peers. Parents need to have some insight to what types of friends they are 
choosing. Children, especially in their teens, do not have a lot of wisdom to make wise, spiritual choices. 
They can be lured by this individual’s personality or desires. Good and evil senses are grown through 
training (Hebrews 5:14). Our children become part of a social pool too young and with little spiritual 
guidance. That’s the easiest path for the parent to allow. Isn’t it interesting how you can recall the “bad” 
kids in your childhood? 

 



4. Not holding your children accountable for their wrong actions/attitudes is a quick path to 
irresponsibility as a young adult! Teaching, training your child that they will be responsible for their 
own actions is vital. Notice a few kids get together, one starts acting up and suddenly, others join in. We 
want to blame the one acting up for the failure of our child. That’s the wrong training. Our children need 
to realize they chose to follow!!! Teach them to stand on their own two feet and not be influenced by 
others (Ezekiel 18:19-20). Hold them accountable in choices. Discipline them to train them in the proper 
ways. God does that with us (Hebrews 12). Many children grow up irresponsible in their adult lives 
because they were always bailed out or coddled rather than held accountable. 

 
  It only takes one generation for the devil to completely wipe God out of the home. Your grandchildren 
and great grandchildren will know nothing of Jesus and the gospel of salvation, if you fail to teach and 
train your children to love the Lord. Step up as a father and teach your children. God expects it. Step up 
as a mother and point the way to the Lord, not the world. How serious are you about your eternal 
destiny? That seriousness is reflected in training your children. “For what will it profit a man if he 
gains the whole world and forfeits his soul?” (Matthew 16:26) Think about it!!! 
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