
 

 

Sunday – July 26, 2015 
 

Heart to Heart…   
      
     Does it bother you that people do not believe there is one standard from God which must be accepted 
to be saved? Doesn’t it bother you more that brethren, those who are baptized into the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of their sins, have embraced the idea of accepting a broader band of different 
teachings? It happened in the first century shortly after the church began. Paul, in writing to the church 
at Corinth, asks: “Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among 
you say that there is no resurrection of dead?” (I Corinthians 15:12) From within the church, there were 
some saying/teaching things contradictory to what had been preached by the apostles. Paul wants to 
know how some brethren came to their conclusion. 
 
     The New Testament writers were fighting the change factors from the very beginning. Jews 
converted to Jesus were trying to take the church back under some of the Law teachings to incorporate 
into their present teaching. Read the Galatian letter and you will see it. It would sever them from Christ 
if it was accepted and the teachings held to tightly (Galatians 5:2-4). In fact, the warning was sounded 
that if anyone, man or angel, distorts the gospel of Christ in any way, they were to be accursed 
(Galatians 1:6-9)!! John writes that some among the brethren were denying Christ as coming in the flesh 
and the result is they left “us” (I John 2:19). They weren’t denying Jesus Christ but denying He came in 
the flesh. Just a little derivative from what the apostles taught but it had eternal consequences tied to it. 
Why would anyone leave the teachings of the apostles? To show they aren’t in fellowship with the Lord. 
 
     We go back to what Jesus said and He made it abundantly clear while walking on our earth that there 
are two roads. One road leads to life while the other leads to destruction (Matthew 7:13-14). One path is 
narrow that leads to life while the other path is broad that leads to death. The gates are different. One is 
small and the other is wide. Many are on the wide path and few on the narrow path. There’s a lot of 
company on the one and not much company on the other. Jesus states few find the gate to enter the 
narrow path. That doesn’t sound like what is being promoted today. 
 
     What do we do with such? What do we not accept about ‘narrow’ or ‘small?’ Just because someone 
may call Jesus their Lord doesn’t make that a reality! The reality is how one lines up with the will of 
God and the truth of His teachings. We can’t pick and choose or incorporate other ideas and stay within 
the will of God. We can’t embrace someone’s ideas and teachings because they seem sincere and kind. 
Everything we believe must be laid beside the revealed word of the Lord. It must be done in honesty of 
heart and humble in spirit. Misrepresentation of Scripture is all around us. Why do you think there are so 
many denominations? Each one believes in something different. “We all believe in the same God and 
same Jesus. We are just taking different roads to get there.” This statement of belief tells us this is the 
broad road to destruction. Jesus didn’t teach that. The apostles didn’t teach that. Our New Testament 
doesn’t teach that. And look at the varied teachings coming from the church. People in Christ, just as in 
the first century church, teach different things so that it creates a lazy approach of: “I’m okay, you’re 
okay, we’re all okay!” It divides us!! What gate are we seeking to enter? What road are we walking? 
 



     We need to make certain and know there is a standard of teaching and acceptance from the Lord (II 
Timothy 1:13). We must strive to seek His truth, His small gate and walk His narrow road. We must 
believe Jesus, what He taught and what he said. Even if it’s not popular today, especially to some in the 
church, it’s the will of the Father. We have to decide who we are going to heed…man or God. “Strive to 
enter by the narrow door; for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able.” (Luke 13:24) 
Think about it!!!  
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