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Sunday – October 25, 2015 

Heart to Heart... 
Someone asked, “Why does God allow war?” Great question but it can be difficult to answer if 

you look anywhere other than God’s word. People have their ideas and opinions of this but we need 
to let the Lord direct.  

War is costly and awful. Many die and are maimed. Others are scarred physically and 
emotionally. History is divided into pre and post war eras. People are remembered who fought in 
wars. Why does God allow it? We must look at things from His perspective. Too many look for 
Divine answers from man’s perspective which can be destructive rather than looking from the 
Divine’s perspective to man.  

It all begins with a loving God. Scriptures overflow with this eternal truth. To consider God and 
war, we must begin with God’s love. Everything God does is born from His love for His children and 
to save. We can go back to the beginning of mankind and see that. God in His love only does what is 
good and what is just! That’s what makes love so wonderful. God’s love isn’t some form of ‘touchy-
feely’ or a ‘mushy’ embrace but is based on truth, righteousness and justice.  

The second thing we need to realize is what the enemy of God is: SIN! Sin creates difficulties in 
lives. Sin makes people self-centered and that self-centeredness ravages the human heart. From the 
very beginning the wages of sin has been death (separation). From the very beginning God has 
placed the spiritual principle that one will reap what they sow (Galatians 6:7). What seed is sown is 
major in the lives of all of us.  

War is a fruit of sin! Just as immorality, thieving, divorce, hate, lying and so forth are also the 
fruit of sin. God’s word does not isolate war as if it were something unique from other human sins. 
Before we start pointing fingers as the conflicts are over oil fields or boundaries, we must see where 
God places all the blame: the sins of man. “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the 
world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned.” (Romans 5:12) 
Death spreads to all because all sin! That spiritual separation from God brings evil to the heart of 
mankind and war is one of those evils.  

It’s not so much that war is sin but that war is a consequence of sin. It is a result of lusts and 
desires that wage war within the heart of man. Whether it is two kids fighting over something or two 
nations directing missiles at one another, the cause of the conflicts is the same: SIN. One side doesn’t 
get what they want or demand and the fighting begins. War is the fruit of sin.  

But here is something else about war we seem to ignore. War is a tool of God! God, in taking 
care of His people Israel giving them a promised land to enter, instructed His children: “Do not say 
in your heart when the Lord your God has driven them out before you, ‘Because of my 
righteousness the Lord has brought me to possess this land,’ but it is because of the wickedness of 



these nations that the Lord is dispossessing them before you.” (Deuteronomy 9:4) People and 
nations can become so wicked and vile that God must remove them to keep sin in check. God did so 
with Sodom and Gomorrah, the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Hivites and Jebusites. Here is what 
God says about the removal of these nations: “So that they may not teach you to do according to all 
their detestable things which they have done for their gods, so that you would sin against the Lord 
your God.” (Deuteronomy 20:18) Nations fall because the sinful things they stand for and teach. God 
has used warfare as a judgment, even against His people when they wander off into sin (Ezekiel 
14:21).  

Remember, God’s priority is the salvation of souls. God takes no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked but would have the wicked turn from sin to Him (Ezekiel 18:23). When people become so 
corrupt and sinful, they block His plan. Does not God have the just right to remove them to keep 
them from spreading their evil? God alone knows the hearts of men and protects His people by 
punishing the evil. God uses governments for this purpose (Romans 13:1-7). Scripture elevates the 
role of government among mankind. Government has a God-given role! God placed government to 
protect while being “an avenger who brings wrath on the one who practices evil.” (Romans 13:4)  

Where does all this leave us? Understanding the purpose of war is to keep the wicked in check 
and protect the innocent, it should leave us on our knees! “First of all, I urge that entreaties and 
prayers, petition and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, for kings and all who are in 
authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity.” (I Timothy 
2:1-2)  

War is always a terrible thing but God has used it for His just and righteous purposes. Somehow, 
someway God must keep sin in check while trying to save people. In times of war, people seem to 
turn to God. Will we look at the depth of the love of God as it goes beyond what we think or feel? 
Think about it!!!  
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