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Sunday – December 20, 2015 

Heart to Heart... 
How do you go about day by day living? Do you strive to know God and His ways? The 

Jews had the Holy Scriptures from God and every day they read them in the temple and on each 
Sabbath. During their new moon festivals and Holy Days Scriptures were read over and over. 
The Prophets came preaching, expressing God’s attributes and teaching calling His people to 
heed. With all the reading, praying, sacrificing, preaching, teaching and Sabbath worship you 
would think they would know God. “Therefore I was angry with this generation, and said, 
‘They always go astray in their heart, and they did not know My ways.” (Hebrews 3:10) With 
all this religious environment that surrounded them, they did not know the ways of their God and 
it ruined them.  

How many sermons have you heard? How many Bible studies have you been in? How many 
Scriptures have you read over the years? With all the teachings we have been exposed to from 
God’s word, there are those who still go about in their own ways, thinking what they want to 
believe. To some the power of positive thinking is major in their lives and has become their ‘god’ 
believing it is God approved. They try to control their circumstances by surrounding themselves 
with positive people. I don’t see Jesus doing any of this when He walked in our world. He trusted 
His Father as His source of strength and reached out even among the negative. Others don’t take 
in the word of God with an honest heart and it produces little in their lives. They manufacture 
their own world of ideas and how to feel good with mood music or some other thing to perk 
them up. Did Jesus do any of this? What about Moses, Elijah or any of those OT prophets? How 
did they function? They knew their God from His word but the people of Israel didn’t and God 
was angry with them and they fell in the wilderness.  

Scriptures teach: “Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is 
right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any 
excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things.” (Philippians 4:8) True 
things are things that deal with reality from God. Honorable things are what lead us into a 
seriousness of purpose in our daily living before the Lord. Right things are fulfilling the 
responsibilities God calls us to do. Pure things are not mixing God’s word and ways with other 
teachings and ways. Lovely things are doing things that are beneficial toward God and others. 
Good repute is being engaged in speaking what is right in God’s sight to others. Excellence and 
worthy of praise are keeping your focus and faith in Jesus when you encounter situations. These 
are the things that teach us and help us to know God and His ways. Listening and dwelling on the 
things of God in our minds and heeding in our hearts from His Scripture on a daily basis is what 
is needed and not contaminated by man’s ideas. These are the things we are called to think about.  



We have God to follow. We have God to hear. We have to give God our heart. We aren’t 
called to make our own way or follow our thinking on how to manufacture a better day. We 
simply listen and heed by following the Lord at His word and trust in Him. Our lives aren’t to be 
run by our little self-talks and walks. That’s how the dead world around us operates. Pumping up 
with some man-made means. That’s what aroused God in His anger toward His people who go 
astray in their hearts and end up not knowing His ways.  

Without knowing God we set our lives on a course to follow whatever seems right to us. 
“There is a way which seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.” (Proverbs 14:12) 
We need to come to know God and His ways. Knowing about God and knowing God are two 
completely different elements. We need to renew our mind from Scripture daily. That’s the only 
way God can transform us and change us into the image of Jesus. Think about it!!!      
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