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Sunday – December 27, 2015 

Heart to Heart... 
Do you know what doctrine is? Is doctrine important to you? First, let’s define doctrine. 

Doctrine defined by Vines Expository Dictionary of NT Words says: “that which is taught, 
instruction, teaching.” Doctrine is simply what is taught and believed upon. Is doctrine 
important? 

Paul taught is was important in reminding the church: “As a result, we are no longer to be 
children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the 
trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming.” Notice the statements tied to “every wind 
of doctrine.” “Trickery of men. Craftiness in  deceitful scheming.” Paul taught the preacher 
Timothy that there were “doctrines of demons” floating around out there (I Timothy 4:1). 
Timothy was instructed to stay at Ephesus and “instruct certain men not teach strange 
doctrines.” (I Timothy 1:3) If these are out there, how do we know we have the proper doctrine? 
How does anyone know? There was a standard of doctrine in that first century. 

Jesus gave His word to His apostles to go and teach what He commanded them (Matthew 
28:20). Paul was very instrumental in taking the word of the Lord into the world. Timothy was 
the next generation preacher and Paul reminded him that he was to be “constantly nourished on 
the words of the faith and of the sound doctrine which you have been following.” (I Timothy 4:6) 
The doctrine that Timothy followed from Paul was tied directly to “words of the faith.” The faith 
embodies the truth teachings of the Lord and His apostles. What is taught and believed in is vital 
for one to be saved and remaining saved! “If anyone advocates a different doctrine and does 
not agree with sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming 
to godliness, he is conceited and understands nothing; but he has a morbid interest in 
controversial questions and disputes about words, out of which arise envy, strife, abusive 
language, evil suspicions, and constant friction between men of depraved mind and deprived 
of the truth…” (I Timothy 6:3- 5) Doctrine lines up with the sound words of Jesus Christ. 
Doctrine that conforms to godliness is major. “Preach the word.” (II Timothy 4:2) Not bits and 
pieces of the word. Not man’s word, not another word and not another source. Why? “For the 
time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears 
tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires.” (II 
Timothy 4:3) And right there it is. Sound doctrine, the teaching of the faith that came from Jesus 
to His apostles would not be desired by some in the church and the result today is over 600 
different religious denominations in America alone and it all started from someone accumulating 
teachers for their own desires. Every wind of doctrine is flying around by the trickery and 
craftiness of man. Doctrines of demons are alive and well. 



I was recently invited to a group of religious leaders here in Jeff City. They were including in 
their words, “all denominations.” The phone call invited me to attend but then came the words: 
“While we may have differences in doctrines, we ask you to lay aside the doctrines that divides 
us and let’s agree that Jesus is our Lord and Savior coming together under this banner.” How 
can Jesus be Lord without His doctrine, the truth? 

We must be grounded in the doctrine that was taught by those apostles and the early church. 
Jesus told the Pharisees and scribes, calling them hypocrites, that they were “teaching as 
doctrines the precepts of men.” (Mark 7:7) Those apostles laid down the doctrine, the 
instructions and teachings of Jesus Christ. It was out of this taught truth that the church came into 
existence and the church was expected to follow and heed this doctrine. But the Lord knew man 
would corrupt it and we see those results today. We must be a people that lines up with what is 
taught from Scripture without tainting it with our own concepts or ideas. The word must be 
preached. The word must be taught honestly. I realize that we don’t have it all on perfectly but 
one thing we must do, strive with the doctrine that was taught with an honest and humble heart 
allowing the word of the Lord to have the final say so. We are trying! Jesus condemned some in 
the church at Pergamum for having some who hold to the teaching of Balaam and the Nicolatians 
(Revelation 2:14-15). Some were giving rise to another doctrine that did not come from Jesus 
and Jesus called them to repentance or they would have to deal with Him. Why should we be 
surprised to find other doctrines pursued today? The Scriptures still teach: “There is one body 
and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.” (Ephesians 
4:4-6) I believe Jesus said ONE! Not diversity! 

May God help us as we honestly strive to uphold His doctrine about His doctrine!!  
Think about it!!!     

Brent


