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Sunday – January 10, 2016 

Heart to Heart... 
The usage of language has become a sad commentary. God’s name is thrown around in 

demeaning ways. Jesus’ name is used in sentences of exclamation in undermining ways. Is this 
how we really feel about our Father and Savior? Euphemisms are words used that are more 
“polite” to replace words that are harsher, blunt and offensive. Golly, gosh are some of those 
words to replace the name of God. 

Then we come to the word “hell.” Hell is our English word that is derived from the Greek 
term “Gehenna.” Jesus used the Greek term Gehenna to describe a place “where their worm does 
not die, and the fire is not quenched.” (Mark 9:44, 46) It is a place of eternal punishment. Those 
not tied to Jesus will find themselves in this eternal place of doom. That’s very serious. 

People today use the term “hell” to describe everything but what the Lord used it for. People 
speak of hell as a hot day outside or to describe a good meal. Others use the term as an 
exclamation of blunt surprise. Hell is thrown around so much that people do not believe in this 
tragic, final abode of those not reconciled to Jesus. Hell is used to describe ordinary, common 
events in the lives of people. Shows and movies are filled with the term. And it has found its way 
into the language of some proclaiming Christ as their Savior. Yet when we come to other terms 
like cancer, people do not use that word in demeaning ways. Cancer is much too serious. I’ve 
never heard anyone speak: “What the cancer is going on?” Many of us have seen the battles 
with cancer and the loss of life due to cancer, and it affects our being. But hell is not seen in that 
light of hurt and pain for eternity. The most tragic eternal resting place of people separated from 
God is used as an empty and shallow way to express ourselves in life’s situations. 

Satan knows that if he causes people to think hell is a little more casual or less serious, we 
will not take eternity as serious in our lives. From the very beginning of this earth, the devil set 
out to minimize anything tied to God or spoken by God. Satan told Eve that God didn’t mean 
what He said about the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Genesis 3:1-5). He minimized it! 
He’s minimizing hell! 

Not only was Gehenna (hell) a place of the worm and unquenchable fire, it is also described 
as the second death, the lake of fire (Revelation 20:14-15). Jesus willingly gave His life to rescue 
us from the eternal consequences of this place called hell. If we could ask Jesus about hell, I 
wonder what He would tell us. 

Jesus taught that out of the heart of a person is what the mouth speaks. The words we use 
come from the heart and what we store in our heart (Matthew 12:34). “But I tell you that every 
careless word that people speak, they shall give an account for it in the day of 



judgment.” (Matthew 12:36) Careless words are words that are idle, unfruitful and useless. 
These are words that are carelessly thrown around with little thought. The words we use should 
glorify and speak well of our Lord and speak to the seriousness of our lives. “Whatever you do 
in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the 
Father.” (Colossians 3:17) Did you get that? “Word or deed.” I could never imagine Jesus 
walking about using the word Gehenna (hell) in a slang form because of the seriousness. I could 
however see Satan using it that way to make it common and nothing to concern yourself with. 
When is the last time you checked your language terms? When is the last time you checked what 
you’re storing in your heart? Think about it!!!   
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