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Sunday – January 24, 2016 

Heart to Heart... 
Some say the church needs to rethink our outreach and worship. It’s mainly said because of a 

shift in our culture. Too many want culture to dictate things rather than listen to the Lord and let 
Him lead us. 

We live in a day of entertainment and experience! That’s our present culture. But are we to 
change to meet those desires? When it comes to the worshiping of God, what are many looking 
for when they “go to church?” Mood lights, music and drama? Something to move emotions? Or 
looking for God to confront us? It is the entertainment and experience that drives many. People 
want to ‘feel’ something and be moved emotionally by something. Isn’t that what we experience 
at movies, ballgames and concerts? 

If we read carefully Hebrews 12:28-29, we find we have received an unshakable kingdom 
and need to show some gratitude. How is it done? “By offering to God an acceptable service 
with reverence and awe.” An offering to God an acceptable service. We offer to God an 
acceptable service! But in this emotionally charged entertainment craved society people want to 
offer nothing, with little concern if it’s acceptable. They want some emotional experience. They 
visit us and say there is nothing for them and we respond by saying we need to change. Worship 
is no longer worship when it reflects the wants of man rather than our Father. 

Jesus healed many, fed 5000 men at one time and 4000 on another. People flocked to Him to 
receive something from Him. They weren’t coming to offer, only to get and Jesus called their 
bluff (John 6:26). The result? His teachings offended and caused many of them to stumble so 
they did not walk with Him anymore (John 6:66). Even the 12 were given an opportunity to do 
as they please and walk away but Peter responded: “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 
words of eternal life.” (John 6:68) What was the difference between the crowd and the apostles? 
One was by faith and one was by their own desires. By faith is what we need to grow in and if 
anyone is going to be saved it will be by faith, not some experience or entertainment offered. 

Is our goal to provide the best entertainment, excitement and something for our young people 
to do? Is that what we believe? Are we to provide a light show and musically talented people for 
worship? A drama skit? Paul called the church to walk in ways to please the Lord. (Colossians 
1:10) “Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to 
Him.” (II Corinthians 5:9) If anyone is going to be saved, they must come to God on God’s 
terms! Too many are coming up with ideas and beliefs that have no boundaries! There is little 
concern for pleasing the Lord. Have you ever heard someone say, “I get nothing when I come 
there!” They are right. They get nothing because they offer nothing, only want. It’s not by faith. 
“But the righteous man shall live by faith.” (Romans 1:17/Galatians 3:11/Hebrews 10:38) 



The test for fellowship with Jesus has nothing to do with the way you feel or some grand 
experience in worship or entertaining the young people. The world is doing a good job in 
training in all this taking hearts into a false arena. The test of fellowship with Jesus is by faith! 
“And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that 
He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.” (Hebrews 11:6) From what I read God 
speaks: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” (Romans 1:16) Faith, it’s all by 

faith and faith doesn’t take. It offers to God on God’s terms. If it’s not by faith, you’re not 
pleasing God in any fashion, you’re not interested in offering and serving acceptably. Faith 
brings a settling of the soul which we experience from God rather than a shallow emotional 
experience for some form of entertainment. God deals with our faith. If anyone is going to be 
saved, it won’t be through providing some type of entertainment or emotional experience. The 
saved, the righteous live by faith in the Lord. Faith sets the heart on hope in Christ to please Him 
in all aspects. Think about it!!!   
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