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Sunday – January 31, 2016 

Heart to Heart... 
Read John 11. Jesus deeply loved Lazarus and his two sisters, Mary and Martha. Lazarus 

falls sick and died. Jesus said He was glad He wasn’t there (11:15). Jesus knew all along Lazarus 
was going to die and deliberately stayed away to show His disciples the glory of God.  

Bethany was the home of Mary, Martha and Lazarus. Jesus approaches Bethany and Martha 
came out of the house to meet Him while Mary stayed in the house. The words from Martha said: 
“Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.” (11:21) Jesus responds to her 
statement: “Your brother will rise again.” (11:23) Martha responds to the words of Jesus: “I 
know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” (11:24) Jesus reveals to her 
that He is the resurrection and the life.  

Martha tells Mary Jesus is calling for her. (11:28-29) Mary comes to Jesus telling Him: 
“Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.” (11:32)  

We can see how people in situations feed off of one another. The words of these two sisters 
were identical. Too many do the same today. People in situations feed off one another and many 
times it’s not for the better. If you notice both are stuck on the past. People live in their past so 
much they can’t live in the present. Their past haunts them and molds them into things that are 
not good for the present. They never seem to advance in their spiritual lives because they are 
buried by their past. Jesus points to the present that He is the resurrection and the life. Martha 
jumps to the future. The past creates pain and the future creates uncertainty. We fail because we 
don’t live in the present! Weaknesses beset us because of the past and future living. Some simply 
do not live in the present. “If I had only done…” The heart fills with regret. “Next time I will…” 
We are planning for something that might not ever be. Bad family situations and failures of the 
past do more harm on us while the future brings us bleakness and paralysis. Life spirals 
downward. Standing right in front of us in the present is Jesus Christ the risen Lord! He is the 
resurrection and the life NOW!  

When we were baptized into Christ, we were raised with Him in His resurrection and find 
His life for the present. (Romans 6:1-7) The past is buried and forgiven and the future is secure 
in His hands. We can walk confidently in the present drawing off His life and we grow. The 
things of the past are buried and left in the grave. We have a new life and a new power. We 
become secure and live only for today.  

Back in John 11 we find Jesus looking at a weeping Mary and Martha and many Jews with 
them. Jesus was moved and troubled. (11:33-37) Why? Because Lazarus died? No! Jesus 
intentionally stayed away knowing Lazarus would die. (11:4-16) Jesus wept. (11:35) Why? Jesus 



arrives at the tomb and asks the stone to be removed. Jesus speaks through His troubled heart and 
tears: “Did I not say to you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” (11:40) No one 
was listening and responding to His word presently! There was no faith and it troubled Jesus. 
Jesus is deeply moved by man’s lack of faith response. Power, strength and help was offered 
right before them presently but no one was listening and responding.  

When we find ourselves in difficult situations, we must stop the “what if’s!” of our past. We 
must stop reaching to “maybe someday!” in the future. We belong to Jesus today. We are in His 
resurrection, the past buried and forgiven while the future hope of an eternal resurrection is 
guaranteed. That’s all secured. We need to live in the “now” walking with Jesus today so our 
faith will grow today. There is where we find rest, power and assurance to make true spiritual 
progress. Faith is grown. Yesterday is forever gone. Your past is forever gone being buried with 
Jesus to raise in newness of life today (Romans 6:4). Tomorrow will care for itself as the Lord 
has secured it for us. Today is the day of salvation! Today is the day for us to walk by faith in 
Jesus. We need to be renewed day by day. (II Corinthians 4:16) Think about it!!!  
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