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Sunday – May 1, 2016 

Heart to Heart... 
Peter was all over the place in his life when dealing with Jesus. One minute we find him 

rebuking His Savior and the next calling out to Him to save him from a dire situation. Peter 
fought to defend His Lord and yet denied Him at the most crucial time. 

Enter Judas who was so different from Peter. Judas “played” a part. Jesus calls Judas the 
devil. Judas was a petty thief, a deceiver and greedy. Judas ended his life with no answers and 
lost. 

That night of Jesus’ arrest, Jesus tells Peter that Satan has demanded permission “to sift you 
like wheat.” (Luke 22:31) The devil didn’t have any right or power over Jesus. That alone shows 
his weakness in dealing with Jesus and the Father. He demanded and that should teach each of us 
a great lesson in regard to our holding tightly to the Lord. The devil has no power over the Lord! 

But that night, Peter loudly and boldly proclaimed to his Lord that he would not allow 
anything to happen to his Master. That was so short lived. Pride can well up in a person to make 
bold statements only to fall flat on their face. Peter observed Jesus taken into custody, and he 
stayed back to watch until someone called his hand. “This man was with Him too!” spoke a 
servant-girl. (Luke 22:56) Peter denied it! Another speaks up, “This man was with Jesus the 
Nazareth.” (Matthew 26:71) Peter denies it this time with an oath. (Matthew 26:72) A third 
bystander comes up and speaks, “Surely you too are one of them; for even the way you talk gives 
you away.” Peter didn’t deny it or swear with an oath this time. Peter began to curse and swear. 
(Matthew 26:74) Things have progressed from bad to worse quickly. 

What was Peter to do? The Lord turned and looked at Peter. (Luke 22:61) Can you imagine at 
that moment what had to hit Peter? Looking into the eyes of His Lord, no words muttered, 
knowing you had just denied, sworn with an oath and cursed about ever knowing the Man!! 
Today we would call this throwing Jesus under the bus. The cross of Jesus Christ, the Redeemer 
was for Peter too! Peter responds by going out and weeping bitterly. BITTERLY! Not just some 
tears of sadness but tears of pain and sorrow for having sold out the very One whom he said he 
would defend with his life. It makes me wonder where Peter was when that sky turned dark upon 
the death of Jesus. Perhaps more tears and sorrow? 

While Peter and Judas both walked with Jesus, they had witnessed His miracles, heard His 
teachings and watched Him interact with mankind, even those who hated Him. The truth of 
God’s word was always before them. The difference between these two apostles was this: one 
had a sincere faith and the other didn’t. One played the game the other held to Jesus. Jesus 



prayed for Peter that his faith would not fail (Luke 22:32). Jesus knew Peter would turn back 
again to Him after his great and horrific failure. Peter found forgiveness and strength in Jesus. 

We have been there, haven’t we? We have failed miserably at times and the shame took hold 
in our hearts but we didn’t quit! Faith wouldn’t let us. Where else can we go? Who else can we 
turn to? We have walked in Peter’s shoes with our ups and downs. We become arrogant only to 
be humbled. We have denied the Lord in our actions only to realize we are nothing without Him. 
Jesus willingly forgives if we willingly walk with Him. Jesus is a rock, a security for man if we 
are humble and honest. 

What about you? What makes you continue to walk and seek Jesus? What makes you return 
when you have failed? What makes some never to return? Just look at Peter and Judas. Think 
about it!!!   
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