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Sunday – June 5, 2016 

Heart to Heart... 
There are those who seem to speak evil of the church, meaning they attack members of 

Christ. The church is Christ’s body and it’s made up of those who have failed and have been 
brought to life by the life-giving blood of Jesus. The church is composed of those who have been 
immersed into Christ for the forgiveness of their sins. They belong to Christ and Christ claims 
them. “For both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from one Father; for 
which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren.” (Hebrews 2:11) Jesus calls those 
belonging to Him, His body, the church brethren! Jesus calls me brother and you also. Here we 
are with all our failures, our weaknesses, our moments of ungodly display, our ignorance, our 
arrogance, our childishness, our selfishness at times, our bad attitudes and uncaring disposition 
and He calls us brothers! 

The church at Corinth practiced some of the things I stated above. They were fighting over 
preachers. They were unloving toward each other. They used the world’s wisdom. They followed 
their personal ideas and interests. They argued among themselves. They allowed immoral 
behavior from some in the body. They had law suits with those in Christ’s body. They abused 
spiritual gifts. They failed in treating one another as brethren by abusing the Lord’s Supper. It 
was a mess!! Things needed to be swept clean spiritually. They were on the verge of losing 
everything with the Lord but listen to how they were addressed: “To the church of God which is 
at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling…” (I 
Corinthians 1:2) These brethren are our brethren. They were the church as we are the church. 
They have been sanctified (declared holy) as we too have been declared holy. They were saints 
as we are saints. The church are those redeemed by the work of Jesus in His death, burial, and 
resurrection and have put on Jesus in their baptism. The church, all of us, are under the 
sanctifying work of Jesus. Where does that put someone to leave the church if the church are 
those sanctified by Jesus? Jesus doesn’t sanctify and cleanse anyone outside of His body and the 
body is attached!! 

Sometimes we really fail. I know I have. In our failure we are ashamed and know we are 
unworthy. When we turn to Jesus, we find the One who is not ashamed of me when I am 
ashamed of me. But that’s just it. When we turn to Jesus the sanctifying work continues on our 
behalf. As long as one walks in their stubborn ways doing things the way they want, they are not 
looking to Jesus and are headed down a path He does not and will not walk with them. But the 
church, those sincerely trying to hold to Jesus, He claims them as His body and sanctifies them. 
And He is not ashamed to call us brothers/sisters! 



Then those who have a tendency to attack others in Christ’s body with a vindictive attitude or 
a condemning spirit. What are they speaking to Jesus? The Pharisees attacked Jesus for being 
with sinners while they took shots at Him and those associated with Him. What a destructive 
heart. 

Here we are today, knowing that each of us has failed. Listen to Jesus…”He is not ashamed 
to call them brethren.” 

I am weak and sometimes repeat my offenses but repentant...”He is not ashamed to call them 
brethren.” I have hurt others in Christ’s body and truly sorry…”He is not ashamed to call them 
brethren.”  

Maybe we need to be honest between us and the Lord, tasting His kindness to allow His 
words to soften our attitudes and hearts toward one another. Think about it!!!  

Brent


