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Sunday – June 26, 2016 

Heart to Heart... 
Are you a person of faith? When we speak of faith we aren’t speaking of blind faith. That’s a 

faith that is based on doing something without any real cause or need. True saving faith is based 
on a conviction of God and following His word. “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped 
for, the conviction of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1) The very nature of saving faith is 
assurance in God to complete His promises which always gives hope and the conviction to stand 
and carry out God’s will when you can’t see how it is going to work. 

“What use is it my brethren, if a man says he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith 
save him? (James 2:14) That’s the true question. To say you have faith but there is nothing to 
show in responding to God’s will, can they expect to be saved? It is so easy to speak about our 
faith, to say we have faith but talk can be empty. When James speaks of works he is speaking of 
carrying out the will of God from His word. The very basis of works is obedience. If one doesn’t 
carry out the will of God by being obedient, they do not have a saving faith! 

“If a brother or sister is without clothing or in need of daily food, and one of you says to 
them, ‘Go in peace, be warmed and filled,’ yet you do not give them what is necessary for their 
body, what use is that?” (James 2:15-16) There is the drawing line between spoken faith and 
saving faith. If there is no response other than words, the situation hasn’t changed or been 
helped. Saying the right words will not save you! “Even so faith, if it has no works is dead, 
being by itself.” (James 2:17). Faith that doesn’t translate into a response will never save you. 
Too many have intellectual belief. They know things in their smarts, can even quote some 
Scripture but it never is carried out in their lives and that’s a dead faith! They agree with the 
word of the Lord and can talk on spiritual matters but there is little movement to carry out God’s 
will. That’s a dead faith and it will not save. Talk is not faith! 

He is a very dear brother in Christ to me. Upon his conversion he was reading Ephesians 
4:29: “Let no unwholesome words proceed from your mouth…” It convicted him that he 
needed to make changes in his speech. Faith entered. He began surrendering his mouth to the 
Lord being careful of the words he said. Faith was there and he responded by faith to make 
changes in his speech. He responded to God’s will when he read what the Lord wanted from him. 
That’s a saving faith! 



When there is preaching/teaching/reading from the word of the Lord, those with saving faith 
grasp hold of God’s will, take it to heart and respond. They don’t sit back and agree that it’s right 
or read just to read through the Bible in a year. They respond with action in their lives. A faith 
that will save you always leads to obedience!! 

“For indeed we have had good news preached to us, just as they did also; but the word they 
heard did not profit them, because it was not united by faith in those who heard.” (Hebrews 
4:2) Those under the Law heard the word of the Lord but there was no profit to them because 
there was no uniting of faith in them. That faith is dead and useless. What kind of faith do you 
have? Think about it!!! 
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