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Sunday – July 24, 2016 

Heart to Heart... 
Today we begin our congregational retreat. We are with you in spirit as you worship the Lord 

our God as we worship. We will be prayerful for you and ask you to be prayerful for us. At the 
writing of this we have 244 people present with us. After the retreat, I am going to take a time to 
renew myself with a vacation to prepare for the fall working with you, as well as speaking in 
other places. Here is my fall preaching schedule: Aug. 28-31 – Kennebunk, Maine; Sept. 18-21 – 
Rochester, New York; Oct. 9-12 – Lubbock, Texas. 

In September we will be beginning our new adult classes. I can say that sometimes it is 
disappointing to see a lack of interest in our Bible study. That’s not something I say to guilt 
someone. Our classes serve a two-fold purpose: (1) To study God’s word together as His body 
and (2) To grow in our love for one another. It’s just disheartening that people who profess Christ 
at times seem to have little desire toward His word and one another. It was Jesus who said, 
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 
filled.” (Matthew5:6) Hungering and thirsting are the two keys to a saving faith. Peter taught: 
“Like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in 
respect to salvation, if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord.” (I Peter 2:2-3) Longing for 
the pure milk of the word is a good sign of life and growth. 

Here are the classes that will begin on Sept. 4, 2016: Sunday AM in the Meeting Hall – 
“Book of Acts” – teachers: Brent Newton/Rob Morrison. Sunday AM adult class 2 – “Book of 
James” – teachers: Joe Duran/Jim Terry. Wednesday – “The Life of Elijah the Prophet” – 
teachers: Matt Hankins/Joe Robinson. Start reading the book of the class you plan to attend. Be 
prepared ahead of time knowing some of what you are about to study. 

Encourage one another. Prepare your heart as the day draws nearer where we will be meeting 
face to face with the Lord. I love the church Jesus purchased with His blood. Think about it!!!   

Brent


