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Sunday – September 18, 2016 

Heart to Heart... 
Over the years many of us grew up with the teaching called: The Five Steps to Salvation. I 

want us to gain and grow. This article is not to condemn or cause harm against anyone but a 
teaching to keep us focused on the truth from God’s word. This is not an attack in any way. 
Please know that. I have seen articles written, put on cards from different preachers of the church 
and written on buses. Where did the five step idea come from? 

On November 18, 1827, a preacher by the name of Walter Scott, presented a sermon in New 
Lisbon, Ohio, which described the gospel in six points. Three responses he taught were from 
man’s side and three from God’s side. Man’s response according to this sermon was: (1) Faith in 
God’s Christ (Messiah). (2) Repentance toward God. (3) Baptism in the name of Jesus. God’s 
gift: (4) Remission of sins. (5) Gift of the Holy Spirit. (6) Eternal life. Later Walter Scott revised 
his teaching to five points so they could be remembered using the fingers on one hand. Scott not 
only taught the five steps but insisted they must be in this order. Debates took place in the late 
1800’s and early 1900’s over this. By the 1930’s the five points of Scott’s gospel plan were 
turned into what is called, “The Five Steps of Salvation.” The points were made in this order: (1) 
Hear (2) Believe (3) Repent (4) Confess and (5) Be baptized. Later there was added a sixth called 
“Christian life”.  

I know many in the church still hold to these today and I’m sensitive to their stance. We need 
to re-examine things we teach and believe, to know where they came from. We need to ask if this 
is something we need to be promoting as gospel? If we aren’t careful, we can take things like this 
and turn them into something that is not part of faith from the gospel. Each “step” can easily 
become a check list. Looking closely at Scripture we never hear anything like this taught from 
the apostles tied to the gospel. It was a good sermon but that’s all it was, a sermon. Faith is 
always ongoing! It isn’t a step. Repentance and confession are also ongoing. When we speak of 
them as “steps to salvation” it can easily become something we do to save ourselves by taking 
each step. A step is something you stand on and then move to another. When we speak of 
confession in Scripture it isn’t a onetime confession at our baptism. It is an ongoing confession 
in our daily lives. The only one time response is baptism and baptism is a response from faith not 
a step of accomplishment. (Colossians 2:12) Our faith and trust are placed completely in Jesus 
Christ, not in steps. Please know I’m not trying to trample under someone’s faith. I’m trying to 
get us to see that “The Five Steps to Salvation” came as a result of a man’s sermon and then 
adopted by many as doctrine. It is defended as if it was taught by the apostles. While it is true 
that these elements are found in Scripture, they were never laid out as “steps.” 

Over the years these steps have carved out a theology in the mind of many, rather than the 
gospel of Jesus Christ that brings people into gaining “the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (II 



Thessalonians 2:14) It has created for some a system of works rather than faith in the work of 
Jesus on our behalf. It has created for some an arrival or completion rather than a putting off the 
old self and putting on the new self which is a daily growth. No wonder Paul proclaimed to the 
Corinthian brethren: “For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified.” (I Corinthians 2:2) May the Lord always be our magnification! Think about it!!!   
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