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Sunday – October 2, 2016 

Heart to Heart... 
 Scriptures take such an abuse from people. Twisted and turned every way from what the 

Lord intended. Verses used out of context or the meaning of a word and use it out of context. We 
shouldn’t be surprised as Peter warned: “…which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do 
also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction.” (II Peter 3:16) That should get our 
attention to look closely at Scripture and handle it accurately. There is a genuine reason to be 
taught and to watch closely with God’s word. We need accurate teaching to the best of our 
ability! 

The group was called “The Church of the Almighty God”. Sounds impressive. They were 
also known as “Eastern Lightning.” They were predicting the end of the world from Scripture 
and the Chinese police seized leaflets, videos, books and other material on the return of Christ 
and the doom upon this world they were teaching and producing. This group held to the Mayan 
Calendar teaching that Jesus has reappeared as a woman in central China! It caused a great 
disturbance. Their prediction of the end of this world was December 18, 2012.  

In America the news picked up on the Mayan Calendar prediction of the world’s end. The 
prediction held to by many of the religious here was December 20, 2012. People were 
interviewed on the street, at work speaking of the Mayan prediction. The majority interviewed 
laughed and poked fun. Many stated the end of the world is nothing but fantasy made up by 
religion! 

What are we to do with all this? First, we aren’t to get caught up in all the thinking of others. 
We need to be honest and sincere students of God’s Holy Scripture. We need to be taught! The 
word of God brings stability and clarity when dealt with honestly. These two elements will keep 
one from distorting God’s word. When studying, reading with an honest heart, we plainly see 
that no one knows the timing of the return of the Lord, He “will come just like a thief in the 
night.” (I Thessalonians 5:2) That’s it! No more teaching on when. Second, when we realize that 
the teaching of Jesus in Matthew 24 is about the impending destruction of Jerusalem and not the 
second coming, look at what Jesus tells His disciples about the destruction of Jerusalem. Jesus 
warned His disciples that there will be many misleading and coming in His name (Matthew 
24:4-5). There will be wars and rumors of wars and not to be frightened. Others will say, “Here 
is the Christ or their He is, do not believe them.” (Matthew 24:23) Why? “For false Christs and 



false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, 
even the elect.” (Matthew 24:24) The purpose is to mislead! All of this shows us just how easily 
people can be led astray. People want to believe in something greater than the evil around us. 
People are looking for something and prophecy is one of the greatest attractors. The problem 

is people are not dealing with Scripture in its context in an honest way. A piece here and there, 
then a little twist and there they have their doctrine. Once one starts on that path into falsehood 
and misuse of Scripture, the door is wide that leads away. People can become distressed and 
confused. Others can poke fun and laugh it off. Let’s remember this, Jesus is coming and His 
return will be when no one knows, like a thief. It’s not when will He return but will we be 
prepared? For the true saved it’s a daily watch and walk, not a date on some calendar! Think 
about it!!! 
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