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Sunday – October 23, 2016 

Heart to Heart... 
Jesus said the greatest and foremost command is to love the Lord our God with all our heart, 

soul and mind and the second was to love others (Matthew 22:37-39). For one to love the Lord 
and others, love has to enter the heart. For love to enter the heart, sin must be dealt with: OUR 
SIN! Sin is what makes people loveless. When sin is present in our heart, love is absent. No 
seeking God first, no thinking of God’s will and certainly little response to His word or prayer. 
When sin is present, forgiving others is not done. When love is absent, people are consumed with 
their personal lives. They live for their desires and wants. Grudges are easily held to. Bitterness 
toward certain ones easily arises and consumes them. Decisions are made that are destructive, 
but they do not realize it. You find people hiding behind masks, faking their goodness and love 
for the Lord. When sin is present, love for the Lord and others is absent! When love is absent, 
people avoid any confrontation with God. They know their own guilt and do not want the pain of 
facing it. They are more comfortable with the loveless world because it too is sin enslaved. When 
sin is present, love is absent and it makes one hard hearted (Hebrews 3:13). God knows every 
inch of us even better than we know ourselves. He knows our sins, our sinful attitudes and things 
we have done in secret. He knows every hiding place in our inner being. He knows we are 
unrighteous, realizing our failures and inabilities. We cannot tell God anything new about 
ourselves! If we believe God knows us this intimately, the only question left is: Will we be 
honest and humble to repent and confess our sins to God? If we have been baptized into Christ, 
are we going to reach out to His love and forgiveness and embrace that with all their heart? One 
cannot ask for forgiveness and continue to walk in unloving ways. That is what creates loveless 
people! To be honest, humble, repentant and sincere toward the Lord allows His love to come in. 
Without His love, we will not love Him back and certainly not His children. Without loving God 
with all our being, then we will die in our sins. Dead people are loveless people. Dealing with 
our sins and finding forgiveness in Christ will only produce a genuine love for God and others. 
Our lives will take on a new, rich deep meaning and will reach out to help others. When sin is 
present the love for the Lord and others is absent. When love is present, nothing will hinder or 
stop you from loving. Think about it!!!   
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